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 Five years ago the Village Chief at 
Roteang asked us what we could do to 
help the poorest of the poor, who lived out 
in the very destitute area behind the main 
village. The families, basically farmers, 
had neither money to rent farmland, nor 
money for tools or seeds.   

 The Sharing Foundation rented about 10 
acres of land and established the TSF 
farm project, originally involving 52 
families, and more than 180 children.   
Michael and Maureen Ruettgers, through 
their Family Foundation  provided funding 
for the whole project for the next 4 years.    

The first year we could not use the land 
for three months due to rainy season 
flooding. Then dikes were built to control 
the flooding, and the fields produced three 
full crops a year, including Chinese 
cabbage, broccoli, long beans, tomatoes, 
cucumbers and lots of caraway, used in 
soup.  Every third rotation is in mung 
beans, which are plowed under, to restore 
nutrients to the soil.  

From the beginning, one adult member 
from each participating family works each 
day, and is paid a laborer’s wage of $2 
daily. In addition, the vegetables are 
divided among the families, according to 
need. Money from the excess sold in 
Phnom Penh is deposited in a special 
account, set up for annual home 
improvements for  farmers’ families.   

TSF originally drilled two wells to provide 
wash water for people and clothing. We 
discovered that there were high levels of 
arsenic in the water, as in other wells near 
the Mekong River, so TSF then installed 
51 individual rainwater collection systems 
for every farm family who had worked in 
the Farm project for two years.   We also 
immunized all Farm workers and children 
with DPT, polio, MMR and hepatitis B .  
The adults were all offered a series of 
Tetanus immunizations. 

At the end of the summer of 2004 the 
farm, with American volunteer BJ 
Berenguer’s help, had become basically 
an organic farm, using composts, cow 
manure, garlic, onion sets planted 
strategically and wrapping of growing 
gourds.    

The organic produce resulted in smaller 
vegetables, and our farmers were 
disappointed that from all the neighboring 

fields where huge amounts of sprays 
and chemicals are used, insects 
descended on our chemical free 
produce. In Cambodia use of 
chemicals is considered “modern” and 
attempts to return to natural pesticides 
“backward”. There is little to no 
government assistance in educating 
farmers of the very real risks of 
massive chemical fertil izer and 
pesticide use. 

Two summers ago, we moved to new 
but close by fields, and continued to 
farm as organically as possible, but 
with moderate use of pesticides for 
some crops that were   being totally 
decimated by visiting insects.  A year 
ago, we partitioned off some of our 
farmland and   “permanently loaned “ 
large plots to some of the farmers who 
had proven themselves more self 
sufficient and capable.  28 families 
remain in the very supervised program, 
mostly widows with small children and 
families with large numbers of children. 

  As a condition of working in the Farm 

project, the farmers were strongly 
urged to send their children to school.  
Since the parents are illiterate, and the 
village school half a mile away, for 
most farm children this meant our 
Head Start Khmer Literacy school, 
built by TSF out on the farmland. 
Initially the parents, who had never 
had schooling themselves, were very 
resistant to school, but now the 
building has physically doubled and 
has two teachers teaching five 
sessions a day for 9, with children and 
parents eager to come. The Principal, 
Pov Sreng, at the public school 
constantly asks if we can take some of 
his slower village children as “they 
learn faster in your small school.”  

Homemade liquor, gambling and 
spousal abuse are still problems in 
some of our farm families, but overall 
the project has markedly improved 
nutrition, clean, safe water, education 
and morale of these hardest of hard 
luck families, and their hope for the 
futures of their children is very evident. 

The TSF Farm—5 years of helping Families 

MOM SEANEATH, FARM 

PROJECT LEADER 

Mom, like most people born around 
1962, experienced the horrors of the 
Khmer Rouge. Mom and his family lived 
in Phnom Penh where his father was a 
high school teacher and his five sibs 
went to school.  At 8 am on April 17, 
1975 the KR arrived in the city; by 9 am 
they were expelling people to the 
countryside. Mom and his entire family 
walked for three days along Highway 
#1, across the Monivong bridge. They 
traded saved gold bits for food and 
medicine. 

After a month walking daily with about 
100 other people, they finally stopped at 
a railway in Kreng Skea, near the 
mountains.  One night about midnight 
the KR took Mom’s father and brother, a 
University student, away; they were not 
seen again. All children ten and over 
were forced to work in the fields, on rice 
Mom, continued on page 2 
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Ying So Ry, Khymer Literacy School 
Head Teacher, starts her school day at 
8 am with a class of   about 36 farm 
youngsters in TSF’s bamboo and 
thatch school set on the edge of one of 
our farm fields.  The children are 
mostly not in school uniforms as this is 
TSFs “private school” where the aim is 
to teach basic reading, writing, and 
math skills, so the children can move 
on to the Village public elementary 
school if possible.  The parents of 
these students almost without 
exception have had no schooling at all, 
and are totally illiterate, so the teaching 
starts with alphabet and number 
recognition, though the age of the 
children can vary from 5 to about15 
years. After original resistance by the 
parents a few years ago to having their 
children have any formal schooling, the 
parents now support schooling, both 
because sending one’s children to 
school is a requirement if parents are 
working on TSF Farm project, and 
because they are now really proud of 
the children learning skills they 
themselves never acquired, and, for 
some, moving on to the four hour day 

at the Village school.   Lots of children 
end up going to the Farm school in 
addition to Village school, as Mrs Ying 
is a good teacher, and the children 
learn more from the more personalized 
teaching than they get in public school. 
In fact, the Village School Principal, Mr        
Pov Srent has sent numerous of his 
students who are “slow learners”, to 
our school-in –the field as he too finds 
the learning is better there, in the 
smaller classes. Mrs Ying moves the 
class at a swift pace, as she shouts out 
letters and words and then math 
problems, and the children write 
furiously on their little green slates 
[where erasures are easy] or , for older 
students, with pencils in TSF supplied 
copy books. 

The class ends in an hour; Mrs Ying 
hurries off to the Roteang Village 
School where she teaches 3rd grade all 
day.  She will be back again for another 
TSF Farm School class at 5 pm, when 
her government school job ends; her 
salary of $50 per month from TSF is 
well earned.   Mrs Ying is very proud of 
the impact she has had on so many 

children of the i l l i terate farm 
community, and very proud of her own 
unusually high education, which 
finished at 12th grade.  TSF is happy to 
have her as a diligent, interested 
teacher clearly very keen about her 
role in education as she brings her 
materials to the open school building 
everyday in a roller carry-on type bag 
we gave her. 

Pich Them, is our second teacher at TSF’s open air thatched Khmer Literacy 
School out on the farm.  She holds 3 classes daily at the Farm school, each 
an hour in length- the first class is at 8 am, before the sun gets too hot, the 
second at 9 am, and the third convenes at 5 pm.  Mrs  Pich lives in Roteang 
Village, and this job is her whole focus; she is pleased to be paid  $ 45 for   6 
days a week.  She herself had a sixth grade education, and she feels it is very 
important for the children to attend school so they can read and write, unlike 
their parents.  She says that the Roteang village school “teaches too fast”. But 
that after a year in the Literacy school, most children can go to the public 
school successfully as they too “can work fast.”  She is very proud of her job, 
but would love some  “pictures of animals” and other picture books  [though 
she recognizes there is no place to keep extra materials in the open school..] 

The Khymer Literacy School now has about 98 students daily in its 5 sections.  
Both teachers are very proud that the village school principal wants to refer 
his slower students to them for teaching. We of TSF found it very touching 
that on a recent National Holiday, when the public schools were closed, but 
our Literacy school, as a 
private school was open, 
about a  hundred children 
came marching across 
the fields asking if they 
could come in and learn 
there that day; sadly, we 
had not enough room. 
The thirst for learning 
among Cambodia ’s 
children is immense, and 
we are pleased to be part 
of meeting it. 

Two Khmer Literacy School Teachers - Educating 98 students every day 

TSF welcomes donations of summer 
weight clothing in good-to-excellent 
condition, in all sizes from infant to 18 
yrs. While we appreciate all dona-
tions, please do not send boots or 
shoes, or anything you would not be 
proud to dress your own kids in. Small 
toys in excellent condition are always 
useful, as well as books in excellent 
condition. For cultural reasons we can 
not use books based on religion, 
Santa Claus, or big snowstorms. 
Board books for the orphanage are 
greatly enjoyed, especially with bright 
colors in the pictures.  We also need 
at the moment a couple of screened 
cribs –pack and play type that fold 
into their own carry bags.    

Please email nhendrie@Roteang.org 
before you spend postage on sending 
things to us as sometimes can pick up 
can be arranged in the Boston and 
southern Maine areas.  If sending, the 
packing center is in Judy Jones’s 
garage, so donations should be sent 
to either PO Box 399, Woolwich, ME 
or, if by UPS, to 934 Arrowsic Road, 
Arrowsic, Me 04530.  Call Judy at 
207-2442-7612 with questions. 

farming or irrigation. usually for thirteen hours a day.  Food was limited to one 
scoop of rice powder in water twice daily. Many children died of starvation or 
disease. If the KR thought you were sick, you would likely be killed. 

In 1979, Mom found his mother and other siblings and made it to a camp on the 
Thai border, controlled by the 
Vietnamese. The food was bad. 
Mom was arrested, and thus 
forced to become a soldier in the 
CPP Army; he was then sent to 
study accounting in Phnom 
Penh.  He married Sok Sao 
Peana in 1984. They lived in 
Battambang while the KR was 
still periodically shelling, & 
raised 2 sons, now grown. 

Mom came to Phnom Penh in 
1991, where he now lives. He 
learned English working as a 
driver for the U.N. and for 
adoption families in the 1990’s. 
TSF hired him in 2004 to work 
with BJ Berenguer, an American 
farm volunteer trying to convert our farm project to an organic farm.  By the end of 
BJ’s stay, Mom had learned a lot about farming, and found he really enjoyed the 
job.  As Farm project leader today, he is busy seven days a week, working on the 
land, and meeting with farmers’ families concerning social and medical problems. 
TSF appreciates Mom’s dedication to his job, his attention to details, and the 
respect he has earned from his farm families. 

Ying So Ry 

Pich Them, surrounded by her students 

Mom, continued from page 1 
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Australian High School Students visit Roteang Village 

Seng Sok Chenda, age 40, has been sentenced to jail for 
11 years for allegedly killing  her then husband, who 
brought HIV home to his young family.  Sok Chenda is 
herself now infected, and she worried very much during the 
pregnancy of her third child, whom she named Sronoh, 
meaning “sorrow” that he, too, would get AIDS. After the 
quick trial and sentencing of Sok Chenda, her three boys 
Sambath, born in March 2000; Sambo, born March 2002, 
and Sronoh, born March 2004, had no one to care for them. 
We were contacted at Roteang Orphanage in February of 

2005 and immediately accepted the three boys as long term boarders. 

As it has turned out, all three boys are healthy, and they are charming, happy participants at the 
Orphanage.  After a very short adjustment period, Sambath and Sambo joined appropriate age 
groups in our preschool, where they have thrived. Sambath, especially, is always happy and is 
absolutely enamored of paints and markers and loves to show his works of art.  The boys have 
formed strong attachments to their nanny, who really loves them. 

Recently an arrangement was made for the boys to visit their mother in jail. Their nanny 
accompanied them, as well as Elephant, who could repeatedly assure them they would be “ coming 
back home” to the Orphanage. Little Sronoh, who had last seen his mom before his first birthday, 
was especially dubious, as he had no memory of his mother, but the other boys very much enjoyed 
seeing her, and she was obviously thrilled to see her sons. Sok Chenda is on HIV meds, through 
the auspices of Maryknoll, her boys are happy and doing well, and a very bad situation has been 
made the best of.  We hope the boys will be allowed to make repeat visits as they grow.  The only 
potential problem is that Sreng Sok Chenda would like them to continue to stay at Roteang 
Orphanage even after she finishes her sentence, as 
she sees them well fed, getting an education, 
immunized and well loved there; we have explained that 
TSF is very happy to provide care for these three really 
fine kids as long as they need it, but we will want to 
work to reintegrate them into her life and out of the 
Orphanage, when the time comes. At TSF we are proud 
to be able to fill a need often not addressed adequately 
in Cambodia. 

Sambath, Sambo, & Sronoh, long term borders at Roteang Orphanage On May 1, thirty singers from ‘Sharing a New Song,’ a Boston 
area chorus, sang to and with the children at Roteang Orphan-
age, and then 
gave another 
concert at the 
Roteang Village 
school, on the 
steps of TSF’s  
One World 
School building. 
Our English 
school students 
loved talking 
with our visitors 
afterwards, practicing their skills chatting with native speakers.  
Marilyn Driver, a very enthusiastic member of the singing 
group, has just joined our Advisory Board.  

 

Some of the 18 handmade “comfort” quilts sent to Roteang 
Orphanage in April by Quinobequin Quilters, a volunteer guild 
that meets in Wellesley MA.  The group has made and do-
nated about 40 quilts since 2004. The children, who roll up in 

them for 
naptime and 
at night, are 
thrilled by 
their bright 
colors and 
unique de-
signs, and by 
having their 
own special 
bedding. 

Over two afternoons on April 22 and 
23, thirty-three lively and enthusiastic 
Australian 11th graders from SCECGS 
Redlands School in Sydney rolled off 
their buses to visit our children and 
students in Roteang Village.  Although 
it was a weekend, our English students 
anticipated the visit with great 
excitement. The Aussie students 
fanned out through the Orphanage, 
playing duck, duck goose, strumming 
guitar, and blowing bubbles with our 
young ones. We took them in groups to 

visit the sewing school, and a few made it 
out to the Farm and to see some of the 
water projects.  Then our English school 
students, waiting at the Orphanage, took 
over. We all had sodas and cookies [the 
teens sharing with the orphanage kids], 
after which our Cambodian students, one 
to one, or several of ours to one visitor, 
and all went off down the village main 
road to visit our kids’ homes and families.  
It was incredible to see the instant 
bonding of teens to teens- and the babble 
of voices as the kids compared lives.   

After an hour or so 
we all met back down 
the road at TSF’s 
One World School 
where our 
adolescents 
proceeded to put 
tapes on our modest 
player there and to 
get the Aussies 
dancing with them—
An incredible 
afternoon was had by 
all. 

Two of the 
Australian 
students’ 
comments, 
written back 
afterwards, 
follow: 

“At Roteang I 
got to meet kids 
who were my 
own age, talk 
about things I 
talk with my 
friends about, 
and laugh at 
the same things I laugh about with my 
mates.  This was a life changing 
experience I will never forget”    “ The 
majority of Cambodian…are materially 
much poorer than I am, but in personality, 
they are way ahead.  The highlight of the 
trip for me was the interaction and love 
that grew between me and a little baby 
called Sok Reach.  He is less than a year 
old, an orphan, doesn’t speak, and  has 
HIV. I picked him up and played with him 

for an hour, From then on, I felt like a 
father and I loved him.  I’ll never forget 
this little boy and the time we had.” 

I wish we had room to print more- the 
experience was unique on both sides.  
After returning home the Redlands 
students voted to totally support two 
Roteang students of our choosing for 
their first year in college next year. 
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Advisory Board 
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Lisa Dennison, Kittery, ME 

Marilyn Driver, Portsmouth, NH 

Lisa Hicks, Wellesley, MA  

Mary Hult, Carlisle, MA 

Robin Jean, Concord, MA 

Gracie Johnston, South Portland, ME 

Ben Lem, Jamaica Plain, MA 

Jennifer Mendelson, Newton, MA 

Deborah Nelson, Ipswich, MA 

Liese Rajesh, Seattle, WA 

Laurie Relinski, Dover, NH 

Mary Beth Savage, Portsmouth, NH 

Executive Board 

Nancy W. Hendrie, M.D. President, Concord, MA nhendrie@roteang.org 

Judith Jones, Woolwich, ME jjones@roteang.org 

Beth Kanter, Norfolk, MA bkanter@roteang.org 

Kathryn Recknagel, Treasurer, Bath, ME krecknagel@roteang.org 
Sally Stokes, Carlisle, MA sstokes@roteang.org 
Jim Ganley, Portland, ME jganley@roteang.org 
Kelli Kirshtein, Watertown, MA kkirshtein@roteang.org 

Richard Recknagel, Secretary, Bath, ME krecknagel@roteang.org 

The purpose of The Sharing Foundation is to 

help meet the physical, emotional, educational 

and medical needs of orphaned and seriously 

disadvantaged children in Cambodia. Our goal 

is to prevent some of the problems associated 

with poverty by developing, in conjunction with 

Cambodian community leaders, programs to 

improve the social fabric for these children and 

their families. 

The Sharing Foundation, 

PO Box 600 

Concord, MA 01742 

(978) 369-1120 
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PO Box 399 

Woolwich, ME 04579 

(207) 442-7612 
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