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School libraries spring to life with new furniture & Khmer books

by Linda Clark

Can you imagine not being able to 

fi nd a book in your native language? 

Or more importantly, learning to read 

without one?

A couple of years ago I had the op-

portunity to travel to Cambodia with 

Dr. Hendrie and some fellow supporters 

from Carlisle to see fi rsthand the won-

derful projects that The Sharing Founda-

tion had established. As a teacher of 38 

years, with a specialty in early literacy, I 

was particularly interested in the educa-

tional opportunities for children. 

We visited the local Roteang village 

school where children from the TSF or-

phanage attend classes. It was a lively 

place, full of uniformed children of all 

ages engaged in active learning. The 

one thing I immediately noticed, how-

ever, was the lack of books. There was 

an unoccupied library room there with 

some books, mostly in English, locked 

behind glass in a bookcase. Back at the 

orphanage, there were baskets full of 

books, but again, mostly in English. As 

a teacher of reading, I know the most 

important factor for becoming a good 

reader is practicing the skills taught in 

school. How was that going to happen 

if the children had little access to books 

in Khmer? 

The most important factor for 
becoming a good reader is practic-
ing the skills taught in school. How 

was that going to happen if the 
children had little access to books 

in Khmer?  

Thanks to a generous donation from 

a longtime supporter, Mary Lou McColl, 

that was going to change! She had ear-

marked her gift for literacy programs. 

So when I joined the board a year ago, 

my fi rst project was to connect with 

Mary Lou and work with her to develop 

literacy opportunities for Cambodian 

children. 

As a fi rst step, Elephant, our In 

Country Director, and Peng Ron, our 

Facilities Manager, wrote up proposals to 

outfi t library rooms in each of the village 

There are many experiences that 

we take for granted every day and 

hardly give them a second thought. 

Those same experiences would be to-

tally foreign to kids who have spent 

their lives in a small Cambodian vil-

lage. This summer our TSF orphanage 

kids had the opportunity to experience 

many things that, for them, were excit-

ing “fi rsts”!

To kick off the summer holiday in 

Cambodia, TSF board member Sally 

Stokes and I took 18 of our teenagers 

for their fi rst trip to a movie theater to 

see their fi rst 3D movie! It was show-

ing at the Aeon Mall in Phnom Penh and 

on the third fl oor. This meant that they 

also had to negotiate their fi rst escala-

tor. Only one girl had a slight stumble, 

and her friends rushed right in to help 

her on and off after that mishap. In 

Country Director Elephant had reserved 

an entire theatre row for us so there 

was a lot of joking around as the 3-D 

glasses went on. We were a sight! 

After the movie, the automatic 

hand-dryer in the bathrooms proved 

to be another fascinating fi rst. Then 

it was on to the food court for pizza. 

A summer of firsts for Roteang Orphanage kids!
by Laurie Simons

CONTINUED ON PAGE  4

A peak into the Beng Krom village school library fi nds students focused and actively 

engaged in reading Khmer books at  their new tables and chairs.  

Hangin’ together! Roteang Orphanage 

boys revel in their fi rst beach trip. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE  4
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Notes from the President
by Ann Trudeau

There are 100 students in Roteang 

village who would really like to be 

in the TSF high school program. With 

such need, the board had increased the 

number of accepted students to 12 last 

year. This year, they would like to grow 

The Sharing Foundation endeavors to 

help youth in Cambodia, a country 

vastly different than the United States. 

Our values, our understanding of the 

world, and our manners are different 

from the population we serve. In Cam-

bodia, one should not look “superiors” in 

the eye, but in the U.S., that would be 

considered rude. Some Americans visit 

the orphanage wearing shorts, but in 

Cambodia those are typically worn only 

by Cambodian children and loose wom-

en. How do we teach our children about 

such differences? And how do we appro-

priately handle those differences in more 

complex topics like sex education? 

Having a Cambodian staff ensures 

that we do not push our children too 

far towards American cultural norms. In 

addition, we have developed a cultural 

lesson about the customs of both coun-

tries. Orphanage children and university 

students will learn manners typical in 

the western world, and visitors can dis-

cover Cambodian customs. 

The Sharing Foundation made the 

decision long ago to be non-political and 

secular to avoid a clash with some cul-

tural differences. While it is acceptable in 

America to criticize the government, this 

could be a life or death choice under a 

dictator in Cambodia. And while the U.S. 

is largely Christian, 95% of Cambodians 

follow Buddhism so our kids experience 

some of those traditions.

TSF strives to fi nd the common good 

among us and thereupon build relation-

ships and programs. We focus on raising 

70 abandoned children to be good Cam-

bodians and good citizens of the world, 

not US citizens. We deliver healthcare and 

education, services that we believe every 

human being has a right to access. 

TSF focuses on raising 70 
abandoned children to be good 

Cambodians and good citizens of 
the world, not U.S. citizens. 

This year, we are trying something 

new, an internship program in the U.S. 

for two of our college graduates. The 

program was offered to our students by 

CIEE, a reputable and experienced cul-

tural exchange organization. The board 

discussed at length whether the expe-

rience was culturally appropriate and 

would help them to reach their greatest 

potential. It was a decision made with 

great consideration.  In a recent email, 

we asked some of our supporters if they 

would be willing to host an intern. Not 

surprisingly, we had several offers from 

families who had adopted children from 

Cambodia. Perhaps they saw an oppor-

tunity to reunite their children with the 

culture of their origin, bringing the two 

worlds together. 

Or perhaps 

they wanted to 

help two young 

people feel com-

fortable in a very 

different society. 

When people 

travel to a place 

for the fi rst time, they tend to focus on 

differences. But after many visits, they 

begin to see the similarities. Everyone 

wants to help children in need, feel use-

ful, and make a new friend. Whenever I 

travel, I am always grateful to return to 

the U.S. and I know that Elephant, our 

in-country Director, is always happy to 

return to Cambodia. Despite the great 

differences in our two worlds, we have 

found common ground. We are able 

to effectively communicate across the 

globe to accomplish what Founders Dr. 

Nancy Hendrie and Judy Jones began: 

to share the wealth, medical expertise 

and educational values from the US with 

Cambodian children in need, in a cultur-

ally appropriate way. 

We couldn’t do this without our vol-

unteers, our Cambodian staff, and our 

supporters who work hard and give 

generously, all in the hope of making 

the world a little bit better. We thank 

you. Or as they say in Cambodia, 

aw koon ch’ran! □ 

Sponsor, connect, and spark a new start for a young Cambodian
the number to 15. We have sponsors 

for six of the children but that means 

we still need nine sponsors.

Do you know why so many young 

Cambodians apply? Perhaps it’s be-

cause they understand the value of 

the small group 

classes at the 

local high school. 

Or perhaps it’s 

because they 

know that if they 

pass the National 

exam during their 

last year in high 

school, they can 

attend university, 

supported and 

paid for by TSF. 

Or perhaps, they 

know that this is 

an exceptional 

opportunity, and 

a way to help 

their families.

Our In-Country Director Elephant has 

the diffi cult task of selecting the candi-

dates who are the most hard working 

and deserving. TSF board members 

then interview them, in English, when 

they are in Cambodia. 

To sponsor one high school student 

costs $300 per year and covers small 

group classes, uniforms, supplies and 

transportation to school. Four times a 

year, sponsors and students exchange 

letters which foster a rewarding, per-

sonal connection. Sometimes, the 

children of sponsors enjoy writing the 

students and comparing notes on life 

experiences. This is a great way for 

them to learn about Cambodia, and for 

our students to improve their English 

and expand their horizons.

If you are interested, please email 

Ann or Laurie at highschool@sharingfo

undation.org. These kids will never for-

get what you have done for them. □ 
Serious and smiling scholars! Sponsors are needed for nine 

similarly hard working high school students. 
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Another year! Our children are a little older, their tastes a little 

broader, their explorations a little further, their skills a little greater, 

and their smiles a little wider. For all that, we thank you, our 

supporters!



Summer of firsts
CONTINUED FROM PAGE  1

slide holding hands and laughing, eight 

at a time! We have traditionally taken all 

of the kids to the water park in January 

for the annual birthday party celebration 

but this was the fi rst trip in July, and it’s 

a tradition we hope to continue, to mark 

the beginning of their summer break as 

special. 

In mid-August, the summer of fi rsts 

continued with a visit to Sihanoukville 

and the ocean. Most adults remember 

their fi rst trip to the ocean and our kids 

will be no different. The smell, the ocean 

breezes and the tides held them spell-

bound. Then wearing ear-to-ear smiles 

they tubed over wave after wave! They 

were delighted! 

The TSF Roteang Orphanage now 

has over 40 teenagers and most of you 

know what a challenge they can be, par-

ticularly during summer vacation. We 

kept the kids engaged with swimming 

lessons, English classes, math tutor-

ing, chores, and ping pong. A few of the 

kids are even old enough to drive and 

Elephant began happily, and perhaps a 

bit anxiously, taking on that task! 

Summer break came 

to an end on November 1 

and fortunately, our kids 

had a number of new ex-

periences, expanding their 

world and hopefully opening 

their minds. Sally and I are 

grateful to have been part of 

those events. To all of you, 

the friends of TSF, you are a 

part of every experience our 

kids have. Your support and 

generosity makes them all 

possible. Thank you for giv-

ing our kids this summer of 

fi rsts, a summer to remem-

ber.  □ 

——————————

Laurie Simons is the TSF 

Coordinator. 

After dinner, when we asked the kids if 

they had fun, they dutifully answered 

yes. Knowing how polite our kids can 

be, Sally and I weren’t sure we were 

getting the real story so we asked Peng 

Ron, our Facilities Manager and driver 

for the evening. We can now report that 

the kids had so much fun that they are 

enthusiastically planning their next trip 

to the movies! 

The following day, we took the 

younger children to the water park. 

It was great fun for both observers 

and participants! Elephant, Sally and I 

stopped off at Lucky’s (grocery store) 

to buy ice cream cones and get the day 

off to a sweet start. The waterpark has 

a small zip line (video footage on our 

Facebook page), a big slide that the old-

er kids absolutely loved, a smaller slide, 

and a pool with waves. Our staff of nan-

nies played in the water with the kids. 

They would all head down a very wide 

The Sharing Foundation’s Sewing Pro-

gram is producing many fi ne crafts 

that could make your holiday shopping 

a whole lot easier! We now employ fi ve 

seamstresses in Cambodia who make 

hundreds of beautiful crafts sold at local 

fundraisers, as well as over 1,300 sets 

of school uniforms for needy Cambodian 

children. 

The sewing program provides seam-

stresses with a decent income and al-

lows them to stay in their village. The 

alternative for them is to work at one 

of the enormous factories and have a 

very long commute, or live away from 

their families. The fi rst requirement for 

all TSF seamstresses is to send their 

children to school. Buying from the 

TSF Sewing Program helps Cambodian 

women help themselves!

Please visit sharingfoundation.org 

to fi nd events where you can pur-

chase the crafts. We will have our 

traditional items; some fun, new prod-

ucts; and the $10 cards to benefi t the 

school uniform program. Those cards 

can also be ordered by contacting 

info@sharingfoundation.org. □ 

Give a gift that keeps on giving

schools which TSF supports. The Rote-

ang school library already had furniture, 

but the schools in Beng Krom, Sambour 

and Prek Char needed bookcases, tables 

and chairs. Once the physical spaces 

were created, we needed to fi ll them 

with books in Khmer so the children 

could practice, practice, practice! Here’s 

where it became more challenging!

The Cambodian educational system 

had to be totally reconstructed since 

the days of the Khmer Rouge, and it 

has been a struggle. There is no money 

from any level of government allocated 

for the purchase of books, other than 

basic texts. There are few Cambodian 

publishers and they produce only a lim-

ited number of titles. Sipar Publishing in 

Phnom Penh has the largest selection 

and from them we were able to pur-

chase over 100 books, at all reading lev-

els, for each of the four schools. I think 

we cleaned them out! We also found a 

few books printed by Save Cambodia’s 

Wildlife organization. 

In August, the TSF team that trav-

elled to Cambodia visited some of our 

village schools and it was a thrill to hear 

that the libraries are thriving. Children 

are pouring over books in Khmer, excit-

edly sharing their reading experiences 

with each other, and in some cases, 

checking the books out!

As we move forward, the next steps 

are to enhance the programs with 

trained librarians, and to continue the 

hunt for more Khmer books. To the last 

challenge, I’ve been thinking that with 

38 years of reading books to young 

children, maybe I can try my hand at 

writing a few… or perhaps inspire our 

Cambodian youth to do so! □ 

——————————

Linda Clark is a TSF board member.

School libraries
CONTINUED FROM PAGE  1

Roteang Orphanage kids don their 3-D glasses, 

looking cool for their fi rst movie in Phnom Penh. 
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Doing their share
Naomi Pearlman (shown in photo) 

contributed over $2,000 that she 

raised by selling crafts as the 

project for her Bat Mitzvah this year. 

In her words, “Some women in 

the village are paid by The Sharing 

Foundations to sew crafts and then 

kids like me can sell these crafts to 

raise money for the orphanage and 

village. A small amount of money 

can do a lot to help. Raising money 

for these children allows them to 

go to school, be immunized and 

participate in community life.” TSF 

thanks Naomi for opening her heart 

to our children and working so hard 

on their behalf.

Dave Boardman, who visited the 

TSF projects this summer, donated 

$2,000 for the Kampong Speu 

playground which was in serious 

ឣរគុណ (aw koon) Thank you!

TSF has always been fortunate to have 

caring and dedicated nannies to oversee 

the children at Roteang Orphanage. Each 

one brings unique skills, and Sina, our Head 

Nanny, is a wonderful leader of the group. 

Fortunately, she has been a part of The 

Sharing Foundation for 16 years and Head 

Nanny for a decade.

Sina was a “natural” from the beginning. 

She loves being with and caring for children, 

and it shows! When she arrived, the major-

ity of children at the orphanage were babies 

and toddlers. Just like a mother, Sina tended 

to all of their physical needs when they were 

young and over the years, has adapted to 

their changing needs. Now, two of the chil-

dren from the orphanage have attended col-

lege, and many are in their teen years. Can 

you imagine tending to 70 children every 

day, including over 40 teenagers?

It’s not surprising that most of Sina’s days 

begin early, at 5 a.m. Her fi rst duty is to de-

liver medications to the 14 children who car-

ry the HIV virus. Then all of the kids wake, 

have breakfast, and prepare for school. Like 

in any home, this is a very busy time. Some 

of the children attend school in the morning, 

others in the afternoon. When they are not in 

school, the children might play soccer, take 

English or computer classes, learn traditional 

Cambodian music or dance, or do home-

work. In addition, there are the preschoolers 

and handicapped children who are there all 

day and need round-the-clock care. 

Sina also oversees many of the mundane 

duties necessary in any household, like laun-

dry, cooking and bathing. None of the tasks 

are simple when they involve coordinating 

25 staff and 70 children! So, on a typical 

day, Sina will not put her feet up until 8 p.m. 

when the children are quiet.

Throughout the day, Sina looks after the 

Roteang Orphanage Head Nanny, Sina: tirelessly devoted to kids

children as if they were her own. On a recent 

trip out for pizza, Sina did not take any food. 

Like a caring mother, she waited until all of 

her children had some pizza, and only then 

did she take a piece for herself. 

Sina loves to have fun with the children 

as well. On a summer trip to the water park, 

the kids were so excited, racing up and down 

the slides for hours. Sina, with equal energy 

and enthusiasm, was in the water the entire 

afternoon, playing, laughing and joking with 

the children.

In her quiet way, Sina balances a healthy 

dose of love with gentle discipline. She 

makes sure the children mind their manners 

and when visitors arrive at the orphanage, 

they are always greeted by kids who are 

polite and respectful. 

When Sina has a day off, she travels to 

visit her husband and help him on a farm 

near Siem Reap. She is from Kampong 

Cham Province where her family farmed the 

land and where she attended school through 

the seventh grade. Before coming to Rote-

ang, she had worked at another orphanage 

for a few years.

Sina’s thoughtful demeanor is a wonder-

ful example for the children, as well as the 

nannies, and it is clear that all love and re-

spect her. We are grateful that she has been 

a part of The Sharing Foundation for all these 

years and that she gives so lovingly and gen-

erously to the kids entrusted to our care. □ 

——————————

Lee Steppacher is a TSF board 

member. Sok Sopharoth, a college 

graduate who grew up in Roteang 

Orphanage, and TSF coordinator Laurie 

Simons contributed to this article.

need of renovation. We thank Dave 

and the Brook Family Foundation for 

making the playground a happy and 

safe place to have fun again!

by Lee Steppacher

Sina’s energy and enthusiasm are boundless on a recent trip to the water park! 
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Our Mission

The Sharing Foundation’s mission is to help meet the 

physical, emotional, educational and medical needs 

of orphaned and seriously disadvantaged children in 

Cambodia. Our goal is to help prevent some of the 

problems associated with poverty by developing, 

in consultation with Cambodian community leaders, 

programs to improve the health and welfare of these 

children and their families. 

  

Your gift 
to TSF 
changes 
lives forever

Shopping online? Amazon will donate 

0.5% of your purchases to TSF when 

you shop on AmazonSmile by using:  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/01-0518534


