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Col lege grads are farin g well  and paying it f orw ard

by Ban Kosal and Lee Steppacher

College graduation is a rite of passage 
said to open doors of opportunit y. In 

Cambodia, our graduates are not only 
bursting through those doors, but they 
are already paying it forward, contrib-
uting to their families and in ves ting in 
education. 

The !  rs t nine TSF-sponsored college 
students graduated in 2009. They were 
real pioneers, and br ave  to o; they were 
the !  rs t in Roteang to lea ve their homes 
in the village and attend school in Phnom 
Penh. There w as much to learn: about 
city life, dorm living, and of course, col-
lege classes. Now , six y ears later , 56 T SF-
sponsored students ha ve graduated. With 
the help of gr aduate Ban Kosal, the board 
recently conducted a survey which shows 
how well these former students are creat -
ing new futures for themselv es and also 
for their families. 

College students in Cambodia ha ve to 
declare a major when they enter school 
and then, a course of study is prescribed 
for them. Howev er, it is dif!  cu lt for stu-
dents to know what they are interested in 
when they lack exposure to professionals 
and mentors to guide them. In the !  rs t 
yea rs of the T SF college program, man y 
of the students focused on hotel and tour -
ism because the go ver nment saw this as a 

growing industry . Now , with better coun-
seling, our students’ majors are more 
diverse, with man y focusing on banki ng, 
! n ance, information technology and ac -
counting, and a few studying English, 
engineering, architecture and medicine.

TSF students are doing well. 
Of the 56 graduates, 52 of them 

have jobs, and good ones, in 
their fields of study!

Regardless of their majors, the surv ey 
shows that after gr aduation, T SF students 
are doing well. Of the 56 gr aduates, 52 
of them ha ve jobs, and good ones, in 
their !  el ds of study" Those without jobs 
are looking for them as changing jobs is 
fairly common. The emplo yer s now are as 
var ied as the students, according to the 
survey . They include consultants, restau-
ran ts, banks, real estate !  rm s, tour com-
panies, hotels, go ver nment ministries, 
schools and NGOs, including The Sharing 
Foundation.

The v ast majorit y of the gr aduates 
continue to liv e in Phnom P enh where 
most of the jobs are located. Lik e recent 
grads in the States, they partner up with 
a few friends and rent a room or an apart -

TSF will host an ev ent for friends of T SF 
on Sunda y, September 20, in Concord, 

MA from 11 a.m. to 4 p .m. , r ain or shine. 
Ann T rudeau, T SF President, stated that 
her vision for the ev ent is to be inclusiv e: 
“We’d like to see ev eryone come who ev er 
has been or is a friend of T SF or who just 
wan ts to learn more about  ou r work. ” 
Deborah Nelson, T SF Vice President, 
added, “The ev ent is a w ay to reconnect 
with people who ma y ha ve lost contact 
with T SF, as well as to connect wit h new 
potential friends and supporters of TSF.” 
Tru deau stated, “Not only do we hope Dr . 
Hendrie will be in attendance, but all of 
the original founders of T SF ha ve been 
invited an d we hope they will come.”

Is this an ev ent for adoptiv e families? 
“Ab solutely, ” asserted Nelson, “We are 
ver y hopeful that t he ‘reconnect ’ part of 
the event will spur adoptiv e famil ies with 
children born in Cambodia to rekindle 
connections with original tr ave l groups , 
as well as to mak e new friends and con-
nections. All will be interested in seeing 
how profoundly the work of T SF touches 

Connect and Re-Connect
Join us for an event to celebrate 

TSF’s work in Cambodia

TSF college alums are all smiles at a gathering with college program coordinator Lee Steppacher and her husband Dan Shepard.

CONTINUED ON PAGE  5
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Notes from the President
by Ann Trudeau

The top priorit y for The Sharing F oun-
dation’s board and staff is to be a 

nurturing, caring family for 72 children, 
rai sing them to be independent, self -con-
! d ent adults. As the children age, their 
unique personalities begin to emerge 
and we need to adjust our focus on their 
individual needs, as well as their abilit y to 
function responsibly in the wider world.

When the orphanage w as founded, 
the population was almost entirely in-
fants; now there are only three. The 
majority of our children, 45 of them, are 
elementary school age, 5-12 years old. 
In addition, we ha ve 22 teenagers, ages 
13-17 and with that group, Elephant and 
the nannies are beginning to experience 
some of the challenges that all parents of 
teens face. The kids want to ha ve more 
control, be more independent, and mak e 
decisions on their own. 

One question we ha ve been gr appling 
with is how to giv e so many teens more 
latitude while k eeping them on tr ack. Our 
In-Country Director Elephant outlined 
two good proposals which we believ e will 
help motiv ate the kids and teach them 
more about the world around them. The 
! r st proposal allows each of the older 
you th to participate in two o ver night !  el d 
trips during their sta y at R oteang: one to 
Angkor Wat  an d one to the beach. F ortu-
nately, the !  rs t y ear of this new adv en-
ture has already been funded b y one of 
our steadfast donors, Denise Gosch and 
her team in Florida. 

We hope that most of our children 
will become !  na ncially independent. The 
second proposal will allow those children 
who ha ve met beha vioral expectations 
to receiv e an allow ance. This small sum 
would allow the children to buy a small 

snack in the 
village, lik e 
some of their 
c l a s s m a t e s  
do, or to sa ve 
for something 
larger . For 
many of the 
kids, this will 
be the !  rs t 
money they 
hav e ev er 
received and 
we hope that 
o v e r s e e i n g 
it will bring 
some jo y 
yet  al so be a 
learning expe-
rience. W e are 
still seeking 
an interested 
donor for this 
project.

As our chil-
dren grow into 
you ng adults, 
they will not 
“ g r a d u a t e ”  
from the or -
p h a n a g e , 
their home. 
Two  me mbers 
of our “fam-
ily”, Vut hea 
and Pharoth, 
hav e gr adu-
ated from 
U n i v e r s i t y 
but we know 
that path will 

not be appropri-
ate for all of our 
you th. Some 
of the children 
might liv e at the 
orphanage much 
longer, possibly 
p e r m a n e n t l y,  
due to handi-
caps. F ourteen of our children are HIV 
Positive, and most of them function 
well. Other students ha ve signi! cant 
disabilities. T SF will mak e sure that 
each child has a plan based on his or 
her needs. Those that lea ve will alw ays  
be welcomed “home” for celebr ations 
and week end visits, just as V uthea and 
Pharoth are now . Regardless, each child 
will be supported as they !  nd  th eir w ay 
in life and grow into adulthood.

Our children do not have birth 
families that can care for them. 

But they have us. As Elephant says, 
“We are their parents forever.”

We plan to be in place for many 
yea rs to come. The R oteang Orphanage 
had its license renewed this  ye ar after 
many months of hard work b y Elephant. 
Bruce Gr ant, UNICEF Cambodia’ s chief 
of child protection,  wa s quoted as sa y-
ing that all of the 228 facilities (orphan-
ages) were inspected b y the Ministry 
of Social Affairs in 2014, but only 147 
were properly registered . Since 2009, 
Cambodia has tak en a more conserv a-
tive look at NGO orphanages, in the 
best interest of children. Back then, the 
Minister of Social Affairs Ith Sam Heng 
announced that 70 orphanages would 
be closed sa ying, “Children belong, !  rs t 
and foremost, with their familie s, not in 
institutions.” 

TSF ag rees that children should  li ve 
with their families whenev er possi ble. 
In sev eral cases, we ha ve opted to 
assist families when help w as needed, 
rat her than accept a child into the 
orphanage. In another situation, we 
welcomed three bo ys into the orphan-
age while their mother w as in prison 
and then coordinated thei r reuni!  ca tion 
after her release. One of those bo ys 
is now sponsored in our high sch ool 
progr am and hopes to go to Univ ersity , 
thanks to The Sharing Foundation. 

Our children do not ha ve birth fami-
lies that can care for them. But they 
hav e us. As Elephant sa ys, “We are 
their parents forever. ”  # 

Besides academics, arts, and sports, orphanage kids are digging in to 
learn what is needed to grow their own food, similar to their peers in 
the farming community of Roteang.



PAGE 3SUMMER 2015

 
Doing their share

Thanks to Alyson Leach of 

Galeton, PA, the Galeton 

Area School and their hard-

working school nurse, Laurel 

Kosa,  the kids look great in 

their new yellow shirts. It 

seemed like chaos handing 

out the shirts but within a few 

minutes every child under the 

age of 8 was wearing a new, 

perfectly •  tti ng yellow shirt. 

The children aged 6-12 years 

were delighted to receive the 

lego sets stacked on the table.    

•••••   (aw koon)  Thank you!

Pinpeat orchestr a, one of the oldest 
forms of traditional music, dates back 

to the ninth century when the power and 
prosperity of Cambodia was at its peak. 
The musical form remains popular toda y 
and the children of Roteang Orphanage 
hav e the good fortune to participate in 
this lasting tradition through lessons, 
dance, and student concerts. In 2013, the 
Rotary Club of Concord, MA, generously 
donated funds for Cambodian tr aditional 
musical instruments, bringing the art 
form to the orphanage.

Originally pla yed  fo r the R oya l Court, 
pinpeat continues to be heard at cer -
emonies, classical ballets, puppet shows, 
and funer als. The understanding and ap-
preciation of such music is one w ay to 
strengthen our kids’ v alues as Cambodian 

citizens.
At Roteang, T SF music students ta ke 

two-hour classes twice a week. Initially , 
there were six students from the orphan-
age in the music progr am. Since then, 
the progr am has expanded and a second 
class of !  ve  st udents has been pr acticing 
for four months now. 

The students learn a v ariety of music, 
including the Blessing Dance and Monk ey 
Dance, so they now accompan y those 
children at the orphanage who tak e tr adi-
tional Cambodian dance lessons. Children 
who do not participate in either of the 
progr ams hear the music as it echoes 
across the campus, and enjo y the man y 
performances for visitors. 

June Gr ace, the past Rotary President, 
explained, “Supporting The Sharing F oun-
dation has been one of the R otary Club 

of Concord’ s most 
gratif ying endea v-
ors.... Buying the 
instruments w as our 
way  of equipping 
the children with the 
tools to participate 
in the tr aditions of 
their culture. One of 
Rotary International’ s 
areas of focus is basic 
education and liter acy. 
We believe music edu-
cation is one w ay of 
achieving that.”  # 

——————————
Daline is head o f pr e-
school at Roteang Or -
phanage , an d also an 
English teacher.

by Daline and Elephant

Tradition rings true in orphanage music program

Roteang Orphanage kids demonstrate their musical instruments.

 

Two-year-old Physrey Jasmine, 
daughter of a young Roteang villager, has 
been abandoned to the Roteang Orphan-
age and is in need of a sponsor. Jasmine 
has integrated well into orphanage life. 
If you would like to sponsor Jasmine, the 
cost is $1,200 per year, which can be paid 
annually, semiannually, or quarterly. This 
covers Jasmine’s food, clothing, medical 
care, her nann y, and the staff who keep 
Roteang Orphanage in top condition. For 
information, please co ntact Sa lly Stokes 
at orphanage@sharingfoundation.org.

——————————
High school sponsors needed! 
The Sharing Foundation needs several 
sponsors for high school students for 
the 2015-16 school year (the cost is 
$300 per year). If you are interested, 
please contact Richard Recknagel at 
highschool@sharingfoundation.org.



to impro ve her 
family’s living 
standard. 

Ban K osal 
graduated with 
a bachelor ’s 
degree in eco-
nomics in 2012. 
He is now work -
ing as national 
economist at 
the Ministry of 
Economy and 
Finance. He 
lives in Roteang 
in order to sa ve 
money so that 
he can help to 
send his y oung-

er siblings to school. He also uses part of 
his salary to continue his study of English 
at the A ustralian Center for Education. He 
commutes to work each da y to Phnom 
Penh but the bene!  t,  he sa ys, is that his 
mother cooks for him" In the future he 
believes that, with education, his family 
will be prosperous and also help the com-
munity. 

Sin V uthy , whose story is on a vid eo 
on our website, credits T SF with chang-
ing his family’ s life. After gr aduating with 
a bachelor ’s degree in English liter ature, 
he is now pursuing a master ’s in busi-
ness administr ation. A v ery busy man, he 
also works as credit manager at Angk or 
Capital Bank, is married, and has a y oung 
daughter.

Soun Sokret, the !  rs t in his gener a-
tion to gr aduate, has a bachelor ’s degree 
in business management. He is working 
as partnership ex ecutive of! cer at a non-
pro! t organization called Smile for Chil-
dren (PSE). With his salary , he contributes 
to his family and to his sister ’s education 
in Phnom P enh. He is now !  ni shing his 
master’ s in business administr ation and in 

ment. A few of the older graduates ha ve 
married and yes, there ha ve even been 
some T SF student romances" In order to 
save money , a few of the gr aduates liv e 
with their families in R oteang, but the 
commute is long and tiring, particularly 
on Cambodian transportation.

Salaries are, of course, on a different 
scale than those in the U .S. In Cambodia, 
where the nationwide a ver age wages are 
$3 per da y, a starting salary out of college 
is approximately $150-$200 per month. 
The T SF gr aduates who are !  ve  or  mo re 
yea rs out of college ha ve doubled that 
amount"

Now here is the amazing part that 
makes the story so powerful" Time after 
time, the students sa y they are making 
money so they can send it home to help 
support their families. That was the moti-
vat ion that inspired them through college, 
and now they are happy to help the fami-
lies who sacri!  ced so much. Each one of 
the graduates has an inspiring anecdote 
to share, and we wanted to share a few:

Kuch Seiha, who graduated in the 
! r st TSF class in 2009, is now working 
as sales account manager 
at Neeka Limited. She used 
her salary to support her 
sister’ s college education, 
and now that her sister has 
graduated and is emplo yed , 
Seiha can sa ve and share 
more with her family. R e-
cently, she made a family 
trip to Siem R eap possible, 
something they had nev er 
done before. The sisters 
continue to live together 
in Phnom Penh and Seiha 
hopes that once her sister 
is self -reliant, together they 
can contribute more money 

College grads faring well and paying it forward

CONTINUED F ROM PAGE 1

the future, he hopes to own a business. 
Soy Sov annthida, who graduated in 

2011, is working at the A ustralian Cen-
ter for Education. She con tributes to her 
brother ’s college education and also to 
her family’ s well-being. She is stud ying 
for her master ’s in dev elopment manage-
ment and w ants to help her communit y, 
especially the poor. 

All of the graduates express apprecia-
tion for what T SF has done to help  th em 
and, in return, they want to help support 
their families and the “next gener ation,” 
their younger siblings and school mates. 
On their own initiativ e, the y oung gr ads 
formed an Alumni Association and main-
tain close communication, including using 
Facebook. They share potential job oppor -
tunities among themselv es and interns hip 
possibilities for college students. They 
also speak to high school students about 
education and act as inspiring role models. 
Some of the alumni ha ve been trained to 
lead workshops to help college students 
! n d jobs. T SF now relies on  th e alumni 
and we expect that in the future, as their 
numbers grow, they will become more and 
more integral to the organization.

So again we say a heartfelt thank 
you , especially to all of the college stu-
dent sponsors, and to every person that 
supports T SF programs. W e could not 
relay such strong success stories with-
out you" # 

——————————
Ban K osal is a TSF uni versity  gr aduate. 
Lee Steppacher is a TSF board member. 

Soy So vannthida , 20 11  ( le ft ); Soun So kret , 2 009  ( right ).
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Sin Vuth y, 2010 ( le ft );  Ban Kosal , 20 12  ( center);  Kuch Seiha , 2 009  ( right ).



This spring, the Roteang Orphanage 
celebrated the Cambodian New Year 

or Chaul Chnam Thmey. T rad itionally, 
the holida y lasts for three da ys begin-
ning in mid-April, the end of the har -
ves ting season.

In-country Director Elephant cel-
ebrates this ev ery y ear because the 
kids ha ve been good and working hard 
in school. Elephant thinks they deserv e 
to ha ve a really wonderful function with 
their nannies, friends and other staff. 

On the !  rs t morning w as the monk’ s 
blessing for good luck of everything in 
the whole orphanage that is our 15- yea r 
tradition. We started in the morning up 
to night, 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

The kids pla yed  ga mes together , 
danced, and painted. They pla yed  Chol 
Chhoung, a game with two groups of 
people standing opposite each other and 
throwing the chhoung (a garment tied in 
knots) r apidly back and forth. If someone 
is hit by the chhoung, that group must 
dance to get the chhoung back while the 
other group sings. Another popular game 
was  Chab Kon Kleng, pla yed  by im itating 
a hen as she protects her chicks from a 
crow. While both sides sing a song of bar -
gaining, the crow tries to catch as man y 
chicks as possible.

As in all cultures, food is an important 
part of the celebration. Elephant ’s wife 
and son went to Dem K or market to buy 
the banana lea ves , banana fruit, sticky 
rice, bacon from the pigs, string, sticky 
rice powder , mung bean, and palm sug-

ar to begin the two-day process 
of making sticky rice cak es, the 
traditional food of the New Year. 
The recipe can be found on our 
website"

On the second day of the 
New Year’ s celebr ation, people 
traditionally contribute to those 
less fortunate. On this morning, 
Elephant, his wife, Farm Project 
Head Mom and Mom’s wife went 
to the orphanage to share the 
sticky rice cak es and soft drink 
with the children, along with some 
small money for them. 

On the last da y of the New 
Year celebration, Buddhists tr adition-
ally w ash the Buddha statues and their 
elders with perfumed w ater, a symbolic 
practice to w ash bad actions a way . It is 
also thought that a kind deed will bring 
longevity , good luck, happiness and 
prosperity. 

On this da y, they burn the incense 
and spr ay the perfume to pr ay for the 
best luck, happiness, and more prosper -
ity for the orphanage. Also , the nannies 
helped prepare Banhory (a Vietnamese 
dish), !  sh  wi th mango sauce, and duck 
curry for everyone.

All in all, it w as wonderful tr aditional 
celebration, enjoy ed b y the children with 
their extended Cambodian family , thanks 
to those who support them from afar . # 

——————————
Mom Seaneth is a long - time TSF sta ff  
member and head o f the Farm Pro ject.

by Mom Seaneth

Kids revel in traditional New Year’s celebration

the liv es of children, y outh and families in 
Cambodia.”

Bernadette F eeney and her fam-
ily ha ve graciously agreed to host the 
Sunday event at their home in Concord.  
“Our family hosted a T SF ev ent a few 
yea rs ago attended b y 200 or more sup-
porters and it w as so great to see the 
turnout. Elephant (the T SF in-country 
Director) w as there and it w as just a 
beautiful da y. The smiling faces let us 
know that it w as a great time for all. W e 
are so glad to be able to host the ev ent 
again.” Added T rudeau, “W e hope that 
Elephant and ev en his wife may be able 
to attend—they’re working on their visas 
right now. ”

Nelson sa ys that T SF has a lot of great 
progr amming planned for adults, teens,  
and children: “Sta y tuned for details ... 
we’ll ha ve guest speak ers, advice for 
families considering tr ave l to Cambodia, 
Cambodian liv e dancing, and y outh ac -
tivities to help teens mak e conn ections 
while having fun. We’ll ha ve Cambodian 
crafts for sale, and Cambodian food is on 
the agenda as well.” 

TSF is ho sting a BB Q in  Concord on 
Saturda y, September 19, from 5 p.m . to 
8 p .m. Although the BB Q is  in tende d for 
TSF fr iends who are coming from some 
distance for the main event on Sunda y, 
any one is welcome to attend the BB Q. 
However , space is limited so register 
early to guar antee a place"

Registration for the ev ent is a vai lable 
at www .sharingfoundation.org. Sugges-
tions for nearb y accommodations ar e 
there too . Mark y our calendars and sta y 
tuned for more details b y email and on 
the registration web page. # 
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Connect and Re-Connect
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Orphanage kids en joy  their traditional New Year ’s celebration and delicacies.

For traditional New Year ’s stic ky  rice ca kes, the 
rice is combined with coconut ,  palm sugar ,  and 
mung bean , placed in a banana lea f, and tied 
hard in • v e places with j ute string.



Helping to Care for Cambodia’s Children

The Sharing Foundation
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The Sharing Foundation
P. O. Box 600, Concord, MA 01742
www.sharingfoundation.org
Email: info@sharingfoundation.org

The Sharing Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
nonpro! t organization
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Our Mission
The Sharing Foundation’s mission is to help meet the 
physical, emotional, educational and medical needs 
of orphaned and seriously disadvantaged children in 
Cambodia. Our goal is to help prevent some of the 
problems associated with po ver ty by developing, in 
consultation with Cambodian community leaders, 
programs to impro ve the health and welfare of these 
children and their families. 
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Connect & Reconnect
Activities for all ages, 
Cambodian food, dance, 
and more"

Sunday, Sept. 20, 2015, 
Concord, MA

11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

See the related article in 
this issue. 

Registration and more 
information are online at  
sharingfoundation.org.

Join in the fun! Everyone welcome!


