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A first-timevisita’s impressorns of The Shain

TSF sponsors and supporters from Carlisle, MA, meet the children at Roteang Orphana

g Faindationprgeds

by Tim Hult of Carlisle, MA

aving known about the Sh  aring F oun-

dation for o ver ten years, | ! nally
had the opportunit y to visit R oteang in
January. Agroup of 15folks aft  liated with
the First R eligious Societ y in Carlisl e, MA,
travelled to Cambodia to tour , visit the
projects, and meet the children.

As we dro ve up to the orphan age for
the ! rsttime, the ha ppy faces of the chil-
dren lined the fence and gate. Dressed
in their costumes for a performance of
traditional Cambodian dance, they led us
into a beautiful, sparkling clean building.

With great pride and impressiv e skill the y
delighted us with ! ve amazing dances.
Escorted b y the chil dren and their caring
and delightful nannies, we then toured
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Graip hasaweand almrationfor the life-changingwork of TSF

nJanuary 19, twelv e members of the

Trinitarian Congregational Church in
Concord, MA, arrived in Phnom Penh to
tour and see the Sharing F  oundation
projects. Upon their return, we asked for
their re'ections.
Leslie Ackles: “We stood at the gate to
the village schoolandw  atched as children
arrived on foot, on bik es, and on the back
of motorbik es. Thesunw as setting. ltw  as
the end of their da y. And y et they were
all smiles and w aves. They were coming
to the Sharing F  oundation English classes
and they couldn’t ha ve been happier or
prouder . | taught one class and the eager -
nesstolearnw as evident and contagious.
What struck me as | answered their care-
fully formed questions in English, w as
that as a result of the Sharing F oundation,
these children’s liv es have been touched
and changed forever "

Forall tlatwehawe bengien,
hee was amsal clane to gve
badk, andwe ovel it!

Marty and Russ Wolf: “We found this
to be an enriching educational e Xperience
in many w ays. The enthusiasm of the
middle and high school students to gr asp
the English language and learn about life

in another culture was a delight. The lo V-
ing care of the nannies at the orphanage

brought tears to our ey
on the faces of the students in receiving
uniforms, pencils, and copy books, made
possibleb y T SF, was aj oy to behold. For all
thatwe ha ve beengiv en, here was a small
chance to give back, and we lo
“lw as so impressedt hat
each dollar is going to the children of
Cambodia so they can receiv
important basics for a promising future.
The smiles and faces eager for knowl-
edge, the relationships built on trust and
joy, all greeted us wherev
the orphanage, school, college, villages
and farm. The Sharing F

es. The delight

oundation uses

each dollar to meet the needs of so man y
people. W e saw the clean w ater system s
and latrines at the schools, the uniforms

so children can attend school, and teach -
ers who were paid and supervised to re-
ally teach the children. What | saw w as

not a show of tempor ary bene! ts, but
bene! tstochildrenandfam iliesfory ears
and generations to come "

Ruth and Tom Piper. “The Sharin g
Foundation children and students seem to
know that they willalw  ays have a loving,
supportive home with dev oted “nannies ”,
educational opportunities, a large caring
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Notes from the President

by Sally Stokes

n this issue, we
I are highlighting
several trips to
Cambodia b ylo yal
Sharing F ounda-
tion donors. There
A is  nothing we
T enjoy more than
W \i" = entertaining sup-

porters who ha ve

made the long trip to Cambodia and
showing them ! rsthand the difference
their generosity has made in the liv es
of so many disadvantaged Cambodian
children.

During these trips, the donors were
also able to watch immunizations for
DTaP and Hepatitis B in progress for the

village of Lvea Sor, a poor communit y
across the Mek ong Riv er from R oteang.
These immunizations were made pos-
sible for all villagers under the age of 1 8
by the generosit y of Tomand Ann  Bates,
who had previously funded immuniza-
tions for the sister village, Beng Krom,
where all the immunizations took place.

The group from Carlisle, Massachu-
setts w as so mo ved by the dangerous
condition of one of the Roteang village
school buildings, that they together
funded o ver tw o-thirds of what w as
needed to rebuild it. Along with gifts
from other generous donors, the new
building is now fully funded and con-
struction will begin as soon as the school
year ends.

On another note, | will be stepp ing
down as president of the foundation on
May 4th at our annual meeting, wh en the

board will elect a new president and vice-
president. One of the accomplishments
during m y tenure as presid ent of which |
am most proud is the creation of a board
structure and b ylaws that enable us to
systematically change the composition
of the board as well as to elect new of -
Ic ers from time to time. This w asnotm y
personal accomplishment, but the result
of hard work on the part of a determined
and productiv e board. | plan to rem

on the board in a less demanding role. It
has been, and will continue to be, one of
the greatjo ysofm vy life to serve our dear
Cambodian kids.

ain

TheBoard hails tts first Foundaion Coadinator

by Ann Trudeau, TSF board member

he Sharing F oundation Board of Di-
rectors is pleased to welcome Laurie
Simons to the organization I Over the

last 15 years, an all- volunteer board
has managed a growing and increas-
ingly comple x number of programs in
Cambodia. After careful study ~ , members
recognized that those programs would
bene! t from part -time assistance on a
var iety of tasks which need enhanced
coordination. InNo  vem ber, Laurie joined
TSF, ! lling the newly created position of
Foundation Coordinator.

Laurie is a world tr aveler who has
served on the board of directors for a
non-pro! t emplo yee assistance fund,
and worked in a number of orphanages
abroad. She has a uni que sensitivit y to
the often difl cult conditions in which
children and families, lacking suf! cient
education and material resources, na Vi-
gate their lives.

Working from her home, Laurie’s

Ir st priorities were to understand the
foundation’s progr ams and policies,
and assist with y ear-end administrative
tasks. She has already pro ven to be a
val uable member of the team with her
positive energy, can-do attitude and
caring manner. F or Laurie, “being able
to help others remains for me the real,

true reward. ”

Can you help The Sharing Foul
send a Cambodi '

Many children
to school becal
money for a uni

ambodia do not go
heir families lack the

, required for school
attendance. Eve ar, The Sharing
Foundation sewing school makes over
1,000 school uniform sets and gives them
to poor school children.

You can honor a special person or favorite
teacher with a donation for a uniform.

For each $10 donation, a needy child will
receive a uniform and an education, and
you'll receive this beautiful gift card to
send to the gift recipient

Send your check to:

TSF remains steadfast in its v
to ensure that the highest percentage
of its resources is dedicated to direct
progr amming. Hiring Laurie Simons
demonstrates the board’ s commitment
to strengthen the organization and con-
tinue to mak e The Sharing Foundation a
force for change in the lives of Cambo-
dian young people and families.

ow

The Sharing Foundation, Attn: Uniform Gift Cards, P.O. Box 600, Concord, MA 01742
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Group admires life-changing wcg’gg”es and ~ Katherine

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

family, and food, clothing and healthcare.
All of them seemto ha  ve a positive sense
of the future and are so thoughtful of
each other, so self-disciplined. It was an
experience that brought forth awe and
admiration for the life-changing work of
The Sharing Foundation. ”

W |
_ W
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ault:  “We were particu-
larly impressed with not just
the quality of care the nannies
provided, but the heart with
which they pro vided it. The
Nannies were fully in  vested in
their charges, caring for them
as if they were caring for their
own children. W e saw this with
impaired children, who were
constantly being cuddled, and
at the w ater park, when the
nannies leapt intothew  ater to
ensure that the children were
safe. Their in vestment in their
jobs w as far more than one does when
‘working’.

“We speak about English being the
universal language. What we found at
the orphanage w as that children com-
municate univ ersally with laughter . While
playing hacky sack with us, dancing, or
racing down the w ater slides, the chil-
dren were a symphon vy of jo y e xpressed
through shrieks and laughs. W e did not
need to speak Khmer. What they were
saying went str aight to our hearts, giving
us unspeakable joy

“The Sharing F oundation has altered
the liv es of man y. We saw how each of

these children bene! ts from the seeds
of knowledge thatha  ve been planted.
“Being a tourist in Cambodia w  as
fun, but the kids made the trip . Just be-
ing the " y onthe w all, to see how they
live, to e xperience their da vy, touched
us in w ays that | don't think an y of us
expected. Those da ys will be with us
forever "
Bob Baldrid ge: “This picture [right ]
says it all for me. The 'y oung lady is a
third y ear engineering student at Norto n
Universit y and has been a me mber of
the Sharing F oundation family for much
of her life. Her smile is as bright as an y
of the jewels we sa  w in the man y tem-
ples we visited in Cambodia and for me,
it has as much or more meaning.
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Laden wit h emotion, Cambo dian students
and their sponsors meet for the first time

hen sponsors agree to fund a

TSF orphanage child or older
student, the foundation works very
hard to maintain some communication
between them, through photos, letters
and even dr awings. However, this
January, eight of the sponsored youth
had the opportunity to meet, for the
Ir st time, the individuals who ha ve
made so much possible for them. We
asked the sponsors, all with the group
visiting from  the First Religious Society
in Carlisle, MA, to share a bit about this
uni que e xperience.

r

Mic hael Dundorf, colle ge s ponsor
of Phorn  Vandy: “My Irst contact
with Phorn  Vandy, my Irst college
student, was a bit embarrassing for
me. It occurred at the orphanage and
| did not e xpect her to be there. She
came up to me and introduced herself
by name, but | did not recognize her
nor did | hear her name clearly. |
moved on to meet others that were
present. Fortunately, she came back
to me, indicated who she was, and a
bond was instantly created. "

After graduation, Vandy w orked for
afewyears, married a fello  w graduate
from Norton Uni versity, andisno w
raising their three-month-old son.

Mary Lou McColl, s

ponsor of Preap
Chamroeun: “I never e xpected to be
so emotional when | w  as introduced
to si x-ye ar-old Chamroeun, a shy
little boy with a de!  nite twinkle in his
eyes. He tried so hard to understand
everything that | said to him. | knew
that art was important in Chamroeun’ S
life. With large pieces of sidewalk
chalk, our real communication began.
He crouched down on the sidew  alk and
started to dr aw a large house. After |
drew a tree ne xtto it, he countered
by drawing a better one, and we were
off. Soon another little bo  y joined us,
adding things to our picture.

“Chamroeun’s abilit y to share was
again manifested whenlsa  w him
give a large part of the frosting on his
cake to a little bo y who had received
a smaller piece. | was struck b y this
spirit of kindness and sharing which
seemed so prevalent at the orphanage.

“l had a chance to speak with
Chamroeun’s teacher and heard he
was doing well in school. The children
all seem so motivated to learn ; they
treat school as a gift which they are
lucky to receive. | will enjo y watching
Chamroeun’s progress in his studies
and art. "

Linda Clark, s
sc h ool student Chh
was a very brief moment, but a life-
changing one for me, and a memory

ponsor of high
eun Borey: “It

| will hold dear to m y heart. Walking
into the court yard of Roteang’ s
village school at dusk, | met Borey,
the freshman high school student |
sponsor. With a br  ight smile and
in her eyes, she approached me.
Formalities were quickly put aside as
we embraced. Her ! rst words were,
‘Thank you’ .

“There was so little tim e, so much
to say as the dark settled in and |
entered her evening English class
to give a short lesson . In our brief
moments togethe r, she impressed
upon me a strong conviction that this
educational opportunit  y is her chance
to change her life. It was clear that
she not only felt its importance, but
also a sense of responsibilit y to meet
this challenge and work hard. As a
teacher in a country that so often
takes education for granted, | found
this incredibly profound.

“lI will be Borey’s biggest cheer-
leader as one more ripple mo  ves
out in the pond of The Sharing
Foundation. ”

tears
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Mic hael Dundorf, colle  ge student

Sok Vandy: “I had the pleasure of visit -
ing Sok Vandy, ! rstat the dinner at the
Anise Hotel in Phnom Penh, and then at

her dormitory at Norton Universit y, along
with seven of her classmates and Rote-

ang Village friends. The dorm is neat,

clean and cheerful, with bright colors
everywhere. We spent most of the time
sharing what life w  as like in Cambodia for
them, and in the USA for me (e.g., what

is snow like?). | look forward to contin-
ued and much deeper communication
with my Cambodian

‘granddaughter "

Mar garetand Eric Darlin g,spon -
sorsof Sreylen: “We began sponsor-
ing Srey Len, a beautiful and intelligent
disabled girl from the rural countryside,
shortly after seeing her sunny smile in
TSF's newsletter in 200 6. During the
intervening years, we ha  ve received
many photos, letters written in curly
Khmer, and colorful drawings bordered

in "owers. Thanks to TSF’s provision

of food and other staples to her family,
which frees her from the necessity of
subsistence work, she is the Irst of eight
siblings to receive an education.

“After tr aveling several hours, Srey
Len met with us over lunch in Phnom
Penh, with Elephant translating our con-
ver sation. Though brief, it was a powerful
and emotional e  xperience. Her warmth,
gratitude and happiness touched us
deeply. ”

Jeanne Reynolds, s ponsor of  Sok
Chan: “I met nine-year-old Sok Chan

at the Roteang Orphanage after her
delightful dance performance. | was not
sure if Sok Chan had an  y idea that | was
her sponsor or even what that meant.
However, it was enough for me to know

that Sok Chan was happ vy, health y, well
cared for , and that | had a small part in
making that happen. "

Mar garet Darlin g, s ponsor of Ly
Sopheak:  “On our Irst visit to Rote-
ang Orphanage, we gathered in a large
immaculate room to watch a dance per
formance that had been prepared in our
honor. The ! rst dancer to enter made
my heartleap — it was our sponsor
child, Ly Sopheak, dressed stunningly

in a ruf'ed silk costume, her gr aceful
artistry re"  ecting the training in clas -
sical Cambodian dance these children
receive. Afterw ard, while touring the
girls’ dorm, | introduced m yself and my
husband, Eric, and asked if we could

take pictures. The moment when she
happily snuggled up to my side and
wrapped her arms around me will live in
my heart forever

Jean and C huck Bag nasc hi,

sponsors of  high school student
Nem C han Malen: “Our most
emotional e xperience was meeting
our sponsored student, Malen, an
18-ye ar-old senior at Ja yavarman VIl
High School. We knew her through
her photos and letters, but meeting
her proved ov erwhelming. Asw e
embraced, we sobbed tears of jo y.
It was lik e a reunion with a long lost
relative ! While our time  together was
brief, our connection was intense.
She is grateful for the opportunit y to
attend school where she e xcels in her
studies, and we are so thankful for
the opportunit y to make a difference
in her life aworld a way.

“Not long ago, we couldn’t conceiv e
of being in Cambodia, let alone having
a personal connection with one special
you ng woman in a small Cambodian
village. We look forw  ard to supporting
Malen as she continues her education.
Her hope is to do well on her exams
and attend universit y. Because of
her hard work and determination,
we are con!dent that Malen will be
successful and will make a difference
for herself, her family and, hopefully,
for Cambodia. ”

Thank you (aw koon)
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Living at the Orphanaye an insders view of a grong conmunty

by Houston Warren

had the distinct opportunity of spend-
ingtwo monthsv  olunteeringatR oteang
Orphanage. My main job at the orphanage
was as an En glish teacher, but in a place
where you live, eat, sleep, and work, the

Houston W arren, from  Washington state,
spent part of his gap year at Roteang
Orphanage before entering college.

job is never really o ver. In between the
classes that | taught during the da y, lat-
tempted to k eep up with the pace of the
perpetually energetic children b y pla ying,
helping them with schoolwork, and ob-
serving a culture that, at times, seemed

very alien to my own.

What came out of these da  ys spent in
schoolhouses and on pla ygrounds w as a
uni que view of one of the strongest com-
munities I've ever been a part of

| will start with the heart of the orphan-
age, the women who mak e the place run
the nannies and cooks. The head nann Y,
Sina, w as appointed as m 'y “mother ”, but
that did not stop the e  xtreme lo ve and
kindness | received from the other nan-
nies. They dev ote this same attention to
all the children of the orphanage. These
women were a wake at 4 a .m., cooking,
cleaning, preparing for the da y, and they
were the last ones to go to bed. While |

would tire out in the afternoon, they main-
tained the calm energy that made them
such a comforting presence for the entire
community .

Itis not surprising thatin such alo ving
and supportiv. e communit y, the kids were
happy and carefree. They were shep-
herded between hours of school, English,
computer, and dance classes, all without
complaint. Andas soonasclassw asover,
they would e xplode with energy back on
to theirwelllo ved playg round. Compared
to their classroom peers, th ey appeared
more con! dent, outspok en, and had a
sense of maturit y bey ond their y ears.
That' s not to sa y they didn't eat dirt and
play inthe mud a s all kids shoul d.

The supporting cast of univ  ersity stu-
dents, teachers, groundsk eeper, and of
course, Elephant, had the same goal
being good role models working for the
bene! t of the children and community

A first-time visitor's ImpressioNgappen. After seeing the children so en-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the sev eral buildings that make up the
orphanage comple x. It is an orderly and
upbeat place that is clearly a warm and
loving home for these beautiful children.

We shared a big, beautiful cake and
goodies with the children. There w as
dancing and games, and a festive time
was had for all. | organiz ed a lively soc -
cer game and found there were some
tenacious littte bo  yswho pla yed wi th great
cheer and impressive sportsmanship Ct
was a m agical afternoon and none of us
wan ted to leave.

Whatl wil neverforgetisthar
ab®lte conmitmen to do wll
to hep theirfamlies and dter

yowngpelelike tremehes

Late afternoon,wew alked tothe village
center. The homes were humble, but the
families clearly take great pride in them.

They greeted us warmly along the w ay. |
am certain that thisre"  ects not only their
innate kindness, but their understanding

of what TSF has done for their village.

Arriving at the Roteang village school,
we found a riot of engaged and happ y
children. A special treat for me was to
view the water collection system that |
had receiv ed as a birthda y presentsev eral
years ago . The real gift is knowing that
it keeps their water health y. In class, the
children seemed attentive and focused.
Unfortunately, we viewed one building that
was badly in need of replacement but T SF
is currently raising the funds to make that

gaged with learning, we came a
ful for a better future for Cambodia.

At an ev ening meal at our  quaint and
comfortable hotel, we had the opportunit y
to dine and con verse with stude nts who
are currently in college as a result of T SF
progr ams. W e talk ed of dreams, plans and
struggles. Their appreciation of what the
foundation has done for them w as touch-
ing. Thetwoy oung men at our table study
information technology and ev entually
want to start their own compan y. Some
things are universal. What | will nev er
forget is their absolute commitment to do

way ho pe-

well to help their families and other y oung
people lik e themselv es. | am con! dent
that they will

succeed.

One day we
had a great ad-
venture cross-
ing the Mek ong
on a rick ety
wooden  ferry
to visit  Beng
Krom  village.
On that da vy,
sever al hun-
dred  children
were receiving
inoculations
at the village
school through
a TSF progr am.
We arrived to
see a jumble
of organization

but a doctor Roteang Orphanage

boy s scrimmage  with former

and medical students were getting the
job done. Lines of children with a num-
ber and an xious faces led into  th e fateful
room, and happ vy, relieved children ex-
ited, rubbing their shoulders. All of them
would now be protected from persistent
diseases. The children gr  abbed our atten-
tion and pr acticed their English with wide
smiles. | learned how Cambodian children
shoot marbles in the dirt.

My overall impressi on is that T SF is
making a direct and profound difference in
the quality of life for hundreds of children
in Cambodia. Itisavibr  ant, livinge xample
of what a small committed group of people
can do to change the world in a respectful
and caring manner.

youth coach Tim  Hult.
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Doing their share down under...

The Sharing Foundation donors demonstrate

both inspiration and originalit

y inthe way s that the y sho w their support.

Remem bering those who lov ed her childre n befor e she did

by Denise Cooke
y family and | now liv e in A ustralia,
having returned from Cambodia in

2009. Ben is now 11 and Meg is 7. 1n
2012, we returned to Cambodia for the
Ir st time. | wanted m y children to visit
the orphanages to remind them where
they had come from and also to see their
old friends and  ‘family’ again.

| knew that coming from our privileged
life in A ustralia, | couldn’ t possibly turn
up empty handed. So | started sa ving
money and thought some of m y friends
would lik e to donate as well. Soon we
had a committee of nine for our COF ,
Cambodian Orphanage Fund. Ov  er a pe-
riod of si x mo nths we organiz ed a tennis
tournament, a school ‘crazy hair’ day , an
auction, and small ev  ents, suchasr af' es
and cake stalls. Before long, COF’ s efforts
were being reported on the local T V, in
newspapers and on the Internet. Com-
munity members were o ver whelmingly
supportive and | was often humbled b vy
the generosit y of both friends and str ~ ang-

Volunteers from Australia
raise funds and pit ch in!
by Jonat han Gray, Physics Teac

Students from the R
continued their longstanding relationship with

The Sharing Foundation during a visit in De-
cember. As part of their service commitment,
students raised money and gathered dona-
tions throughout the y
ered those funds to Roteang Orphanage and
went to work painting the pla
and some buildings at the village school.
Two gr oups from Redlands, a total of 44 stu-
dents in Year 11, took part in the project and
learned more about the w

her

us the opportunit y to visit and we are already
looking forward to our trip in 2014 !
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ear. They then deliv

ygr ound, gates,

ay of life for local
students. W e are gr ateful to TSF for allowing

ers. | had people lea  ving money
in my letterbo X, under m y door ,
and sending money to m vy place
of work. One woman stopped
me on the street and pushed
AU$1,000 into my hand.

| was amaz ed to ! nd we
had amassed A U $18,000 (US
$16 ,000 ). Although Ben came
from R oteang Orphanage, Meg
came from an unrelated com-
munity so we divided the money
evenly between the two places.

Taking the children back w  as a
bittersweet e xperience for us all.
Elephant w as very enthusia stic in
expressing his gratitude and the
three ofushadv eryfullhearts helping “the
kids we left behind . It w as beautifu |, but
also very sad that man  y of our old fr iends
had forgotten us o ver th e years since Ben
had left his Roteang family for mine.

We continuetoha ve fundraiser sand di-
vide the money between Ben's and Meg’ s

edlands SchoolinS ydn ey,

orphanages. | imagine we will conti nue to
dothisallourliv  es. How could we possibly
forget them ? These are the people who
loved my children before | could.

Denise has a beautiful, narrated slide
show on Vimeo a bout her adoption
experience: vimeo.com/74382411
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Helping to Care for Cambodia’s Children

The Sharing Foundation

P. O. Box 6 00, Concord, MA 01 742

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Mission

The Sharing Foundation’s mission is to help meet the
physical, emotional, educational and medical needs
of orphaned and seriously disadvantaged children in
Cambodia. Our goal is to help prevent some of the
problems associated with po

consultation with Cambodian community leaders,
programs to impro  ve the health and welfare of these
children and their families.

Keep up with TSF on social media

You can follow us on Twitter
@ TSFCambodia

And like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com /sharingfoundation

If you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon will make
a donation to The Sharing Foundation. To learn

more, go to www

Support Us , and then click Shop Ama zonSmile .

As always, thank you for staying in touch and

keep ing us in mind

.sharingfoundation.org,

verty by developing, in

click

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
CONCORD, MA 01742
PERMIT #70

The Sharing F oundation

P. O. Box 600, Concord, MA 01742
www.sharingfoundation.org
Email: info@sharingfoundation.org

The Sharing Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
nonpro't organization

Board of Directors

President: Sally Stokes, Carlisle, MA
Secretary: Richard Recknagel, Bath, ME
Treasurer: Kat MacDonald, Lexington, MA

Kathryn Recknagel, Bath, ME
Colleen Gearns, Garden City, NY

Nancy W. Hendrie M.D ., Concord, MA

Gracie Johnston, South Portland, ME
Korey Lee, B ran chville, NJ
Jennifer Mendelsohn, Newton, MA
Deborah Nelson, Ipswich, MA

Lee Steppacher, Concord, MA

Ann Trudeau, Concord, MA

Founder:  Nancy W. Hendrie M.D

., Concord, MA

Newsletter edited by Mary Hult, Carlisle, MA

Newsletter designed and produced by
Bob Luoma, Carlisle, MA




