
  
Two Seminars:  One for Teens/Tweens, One for Adults 

 

 

 

  
TSF 20th Anniversary / September 16, 2018  

  
Excited for a fun day of celebration with friends and family?  We certainly are!  We 

promised more information on what the TSF 20th Anniversary Celebration would look like, 
and here is update #1. In the coming weeks, we will continue to update you on speakers, 
special visitors and more. We will also post this info on our website, where you can find 

information on registration too:  https://www.sharingfoundation.org 
    

Today's update focuses on two separate seminars TSF is offering on the morning 
of September 16, 2018 in Concord, MA - both are optional and take place prior to the main 

event. While these two seminars focus on young adults and on parents of international 
adoptees, more information and programing is coming for ALL attendees at the main 

event.   
Stay tuned!  

 
Many adoptive parents have expressed an interest in understanding their children 
better.  Becca Piper has put together a meaningful seminar that will last 90 minutes, before 
and separate from the main event. It will be held at the Colonial Inn (48 Monument 
Square, Concord, MA 01742), Breakfast is at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday morning and the 
seminar begins promptly at 9 a.m. There will be an additional charge of $15 for this 
seminar. While parents may opt for this workshop, your tweens, teens and young adults 
can attend a workshop on academic and career development. This will be led in a peer-to-
peer fashion by an enthusiastic recent graduate/young professional, and will be held just 
down the street at the Barrett Sotheby's Real Estate office in Concord. 
 
For Adults: 

  
TWEENS, TEENS & YOUNG ADULTS:  WHAT I WOULD TELL YOU IF I COULD FIND 

THE WORDS  
 

If you are raising a tween, teen or young adult, have raised one, or will raise one, chances 
are they are holding back on their thoughts. It's what my daughter calls "restricted 
information." "Why is it restricted?" I ask, holding on to her every word, listening for clues 
for what is on HER mind, despite the fact that via my professional work, I've got a pretty 
good clue. "Because I don't want to hurt you, or make you feel bad about stuff," she 
replies. "But what stuff?" I ask. "You know Mom, just stuff." 
So what's the stuff? What are tweens, teens and young adults pondering in the corners of 
their minds? The answer: questions and thoughts related to: 

• Fitting in 
• Their relationship with their adoptive family & adoptee loyalty 
• Feelings related to their birth family and birth country 



• And the double whammy-things that combine both birth and adoptive family 
• Understanding background, a.k.a. Life History 
• Poverty in birth country 
• Why? Why? Why? (to a million things) 
• Abandonment issues, insecurities, and control 
• Self-worth & guilt 
• Hope 

This workshop will take a look at concrete questions & thoughts that MAY be going through 
your child's mind, or MAY be soon. In this very interactive workshop, you will hear and 
experience the thoughts of international adoptees....the "restricted information" shared 
openly and honestly by adoptees themselves. It will provide insight to help you create a 
strategy that will strengthen your relationship with your child. 

 
Becca Piper is the founder and co-director of The Ties  
Program, which has provided adoptive family heritage journeys for more than two decades. 
Having worked with international adoptees and their families for most of her adult life, 
she speaks frequently at culture camps and adoption conferences about the life experience 
of adoption. She is an adoptive parent to one daughter and three sons, one of which 
died of leukemia at age 15. While losing a child is incredibly hard, it gave Becca a much 
deeper understanding of loss and grief, which has many parallels to the loss and grief in 
international adoption. Her message is "It is survivable, and with effort, can lead a person 
into a place of peace and ease."  Permanency for children and mind-body wellness are her 
lifelong passions. She is also the founder of World Ties, a non-profit 501(C)(3) organization 
that provides humanitarian aid around the world, and founder of Gift of Identity, a 
501(C)(3) dedicated to providing funding to international adoptees so that they can visit 
their birth country. 
 

Here is the link to register for the seminar: 
 
  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tweens-teens-young-adults-with-becca-piper-tickets-
49074630541   

-------------------------------- 
 

For Teens/Tweens & Young Adults: 
  

BUILD YOUR BRAND : SUCCEEDING IN COLLEGE, THE WORKPLACE AND BEYOND 
IN 2018 

  
Maybe you are sick of getting school and career advice (~*being told what to do*~) from 
previous generations, or maybe you have already found your path and just want a free 
donut and to hang out with cool people. Either way, come join young professional ("YoPro") 
Andrew Trudeau for a seminar and discussion on succeeding in academia and the 
professional world in 2018.  This seminar is complimentary.   
  
Andrew Trudeau works for a consulting and market research firm in New York and has a 
Master's Degree and Bachelor's Degree from NYU. He will offer no one-size fits all recipe for 
success, but can offer insight into what it takes to navigate the modern world as an 
"applicant," and will foster a meaningful peer-to-peer discussion.  Topics will include 
College and Graduate School, Choosing Your Career Path, Internships, and The Most 
Dreaded Four Letter Word: Jobs. 

  
This seminar will take at the Barrett Sotheby's Real Estate Office at  

33 Walden Street, Concord, MA at 9 a.m. A light breakfast will be provided. Students and 
young professionals of all ages are welcome!  

  
 
 

 
 

 
 


