
While the pandemic has caused 
challenges at the RCC, there have 

been many upsides.  As with house-
holds here in America, our youngsters 
spent a lot of time (usually: quality 
time!) with each other. One unexpect-
ed highlight was the return to RCC of 
young people who normally live away 
from Roteang. This includes our young 
adults attending CARITAS vocational 
programs and the university students. 
And a big delight for many: Sreyleak, 
our student who usually resides week-
days at her school for children with 
vision problems, was back home for 
months! With a bit of sadness, she 
started back at Krousar Thmey in Sep-
tember. It was of course important for 
her to go back and Elephant pointed 
out that her teachers have the “mag-

TSF has always valued a personal 
approach to supporting children 

in Cambodia. The young people we 
support and care for are part of our 
‘family’.  We know their names, family 
histories and their interests and  we 
support them as individuals.  We ask 
interested donors to share with us in 
building relationships with these won-
derful young ones through various 
sponsorship programs at RCC, high 
school and college. There are present-
ly 46 high school students and 38 uni-
versity students supported by spon-
sors to go to school.  

One part of sponsorship is letter writ-
ing between the sponsor and student 
3-4 times a year.  We have heard an-
ecdotally about wonderful relation-
ships developed, English skills im-
proved, and deeper understandings of 
different cultures.  So, we thought it 
might be fun to introduce you to spon-
sors, Jacquie and Alan Rodgers and 
university student, Ma Seanda to see 
in their words what this relationship 
has meant to them both over the past 
eight years.

Sreyleap, Sonita, Sreyleak and Sreyhanh 
always have ready smiles

First comes planting, then watering —our 
kids know the drill!

Seanda offers Thanks
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Seanda says’ Hello!  I am a fourth 
year student at Norton University in 
Phnom Penh. I am going to graduate 
this year from Computer Science de-
partment. One big thing that pushed 
me to be here is, the scholarship from 
The Sharing Foundation, (TSF), and 
the most beautiful sponsor from Alan 
and Jacquie Rodgers. 

2012 was the greatest time of my life to 
get a big treasure, a supportive schol-
arship from The Sharing Foundation 
in my 13th years old age! It was very 
amazing for me! I took the tests and 
examination to get it, and I was very 
excited when I saw my name in the 
list of students who passed the schol-
arship. It has been 8 years now that 
I got sponsored by Alan and Jacquie.  
Since then, I committed to study hard-
er, work harder, and keep being strong 
for a better life with full of hopes. 

Jacquie says ‘We were delighted to 
be connected to Ma Seanda. Her first 
letter in 2012 was written in gorgeous 
handwriting and full of details about 
her life, her family, and Cambodia. 
She asked a number of questions of us 

ic” knowledge to teach in a different 
way that benefits children with spe-
cial needs. Besides studying  from the 
RCC, our kids kept busy doing chores 
and planting trees and flowers. 

As the months have passed with few-
er than 300 cases and no deaths in 
Cambodia, life is returning to some 
normalcy. The Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport allowed public schools 
to reopen in September.  The govern-
ment emphasized that all schools have 
to promote good hygiene standards 

and seemed to be so eager to learn. 
Her writing in English was clear and 
relatively free of mistakes. I was im-
pressed right from the first contact.

Since that first connection they have 
gotten to know one much better.

Seanda: When I first received the 
letter from Jacquie, I was very appre-
ciative and felt very happy. She was 
a very heart warming person. She 
puts me in another world of beautiful 
dreams for a better life and a happy 
world full of love and care. She lets 
me learn much about her and her fam-
ily, and also the lives in America. She 
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hope some of you will 
join Tom in contribut-
ing additional funds 
to meet his challenge 
for this important pur-
chase.

Our other new ven-
ture is in Mondulkiri, a 
remote jungle area five hours north of 
Phnom Penh near the Vietnam border. 
Elephant has several ties to Mondulkiri 
-- he and his wife are from there and 
their oldest son, Heng, still lives there 
with his family. As a result, Elephant 
has started two local schools for area 
children. When the schools are able 
to reopen, the TSF Board has voted 
to cover the salaries of three of their 
six teachers. Elephant will generously 
continue to pay for the other teachers 
and provide clothing, notebooks and 
pencils for the students. We welcome 
donations toward this project’s $360 
monthly cost.  

If you are interested in contributing 
to the bumpy bus fund or the support 
of Mondulkiri schools, please donate 
online, contact us at donations@shar-
ingfoundation.org, or talk to a board 
member.  You may also send mail to us 
at PO BOX 600, Concord, MA 01742.  I 
am available to answer questions or 
hear feedback at any time.  My email 
is atrudeau@sharingfoundation.org.

Notes from the President: The Sharing Foundation Forges Forward
by Ann Trudeau

Returning to Normal, in High School
by Marge Stockford

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Despite the worldwide pandemic, 
the children at the Roteang Chil-

dren’s Center still need to eat, learn 
and be kept busy.  Our teachers, tu-
tors and administrative staff need to 
earn money despite the lack of work.  
Our village libraries are running out of 
new books. We are not doing vaccina-
tions for anyone other than our own 
children. We are not building bath-
rooms, water tanks or playgrounds.  
COVID has made it more difficult to 
help Cambodia than ever before.

But The Sharing Foundation rep-
resents a group of strong people, from 
our founder, Dr. Hendrie, and her ear-
liest supporters including Judy Jones, 
to our present board, staff, and do-
nors.  Elephant and our RCC staff are 
using their limited resources to care 
for and teach more than 60 children 

A s the difficult year of 2020 comes 
to a close, we all hope that life 

for people around the world will begin 
to return to normal during the coming 
year.  At The Sharing Foundation, we 
are helping to make that happen by 
recruiting another class of new stu-
dents for our ongoing high school pro-
gram.  

As happens every fall, recent eighth 
grade graduates from the Roteang 
area, who have been students in the 
TSF English program, apply for one of 
the twelve slots in the TSF high school 
program.  They must complete an ap-
plication, which is reviewed by Uch 
Sas, the Head of TSF’s English School.  
This year, because Board members ar-
en’t yet able to participate in regular 
visits to TSF in Cambodia, Board Mem-
ber Linda Clark and I will also review 

while semi-quarantined on our cam-
pus. Thankfully, many grades are go-
ing back to in-person learning this fall 
with more to follow soon.  In addition, 
because of our generous donors, all 
our employees continue to get finan-
cial support. We are cautiously op-
timistic that we will soon be able to 
return to the rural communities and 
share.  

In the interim, we have identified 
two new initiatives to pursue. First, 
the RCC needs another bus. We have 
over 70 children under our care, 60 
of whom live at the RCC.  More than 
40 of the RCC kids must get a ride to 
school every day, and often need to 
get to Phnom Penh for HIV testing and 
treatment, dental care, and other ap-
pointments. The RCC staff faces a real 
challenge getting all the children onto 
a bus built for 22.  Recently the prob-
lem has escalated because the bus 
has started to break down regularly. 

We were fortunate to purchase this bus 
in 2014, due to generous donations 
from William and Maredith Kundert of 
Harvard, MA and Jean Russo of Annap-
olis, MD.  But years of driving children 
down bumpy roads has done damage.  
A new (used) bus would cost us ap-
proximately $25,000. Tom Meyer, a 
longtime friend to The Sharing Foun-
dation, has made a challenge grant to 
TSF of $5000 to purchase the bus. We 

the student applications and interview 
the applicants via Zoom.  We look for 
their enthusiasm and ambition, and 
typically find that the students apply-
ing are strongly motivated to get an 
education in order to provide for their 
families and community.

Once accepted into the program, these 
young people discover they have an 
exciting, and challenging, path in 
front of them.  In addition to the daily 
classes they take at their school, they 
are required to continue their English 
education while also participating in 
additional smaller group classes that 
offer personalized teacher-led instruc-
tion. Also most students form peer-led 
study groups that meet on Sundays 
and continue their private education 
classes during their vacations. The 
goal of this additional educational 

This photo is last year’s 9th grader class. 
We meet our new fresh faced 9th graders 
this month via Zoom, we can’t wait! 

Our very important bus that currently 
carries our kids safely to and from school, 
needs replacing 

support is to increase each student’s 
chance of passing the Cambodian Na-
tional Examination during their senior 
year.  With that credential, they will 
be able to pursue a university degree 
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Whos’ Zooming Who? 
by Laurie Simons

Building Relationships Across the Oceans, One Letter at a Time!
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

B arking dogs, tinkling temple music, 
squeals of delight from children 

playing: these were the background 
sounds we heard from our kids’ post-
ed videos this summer. We shared 
these videos via Zoom with friends of 
TSF this past June, July and August. 
While Zoom as a communication plat-
form was a foreign idea a mere eight 
months ago, it has quickly become a 
normal fixture of life.   

Last Spring, plans were afoot for a 
high school sponsor event. While ini-
tially hoping for an in-person event, 
we quickly realized that would be out 
of the question due to the risks of 
such an event during the Coronvirus 
pandemic.  But then we discovered a 
silver lining—we could use Zoom to 
bring more people together, from all 
over the country. Our Cambodian stu-
dents sent in taped videos, the E-vites 
were mailed and our first Zoom Chat 
& Check In became a reality. Elephant 
was our surprise LIVE guest half a 
world away at 6 a.m. his time! TSF’s 
founder, Dr. Nancy Hendrie, also joined 
the call.  The event, lasting just under 
an hour, connected students and their 

Elephant and 
Dr. Nancy 
Hendrie were 
the special 
guests on our 
summer Zoom 
calls  —one was 
around the 
corner and one 
was halfway 
around the 
world

This image has become a very  familiar one 
to most of us

is a very lovely mother and grandma 
to her family, and a beautiful hearted 
lady to me. I have improved my writ-
ing a lot during these 8 years of our 
relationship. She never forget to ask 
about my family and our farming.  She 
always standby me, motivate me and 
share many good advices to me every 
time I am at my lowest point.

Jacquie: Over all the years through 
high school and university, Seanda 
has been an absolute joy. We have 
shared many parts of our lives includ-
ing our families and cultural traditions, 
the environments in our countries, our 
everyday lives and hobbies, and our 
hopes and dreams for the future.  She 
has expressed how difficult school has 
been at times and her enthusiasm for 
the new ideas and skills she has been 
learning. I have shared the challenges 
with my work and the perspective of 
age to help her understand her own 
challenges with school.

Jacquie’s support covers tuition, room 
and board in Phnom Penh, but as  
Seanda says, other things as well:  

We got the vaccine to protect our 
health, we got a good health care ser-
vices, we got books and uniforms for 
our University study, we got enough 
foods and equipment for a good living 
in the city, and we got the most loving 
and caring hearts from all of the TSF 
family members! 

It is rare that a sponsor has the op-
portunity to meet their sponsored 
student, but on a trip to Cambodia in 
2018 Jacquie and Alan made a point to 
visit Seanda.

Jacquie:  On our trip we spent a few 
days with Seanda (with The Sharing 
Foundation’s permission)  and it was 
magical as she showed us her life in 
Phnom Penh and we treated her to a 
few experiences such as taking her 
through the King’s palace and out to 
dinner. She decided that we were her 
“American parents” in such a sweet, 
innocent and loving way.

And Seanda describes it this way:  
Until one day, we were met in person 
in Phnom Penh city.  It was a very 
beautiful memory that we made to-

gether. We did share a lot of stories 
together.  I am going to make her 
proud some day! 

As Seanda graduates this fall,  
Jacquie reflects; We are coming to 
the end of her formal education and it 
feels bittersweet. No one will be facil-
itating our correspondence. We have 
all expressed a desire, no a need, to 
stay in touch and continue to be in our 
lives together. 

What could be better than this?!

sponsors anew. No longer just letters 
or drawings being exchanged, this was 
video, which made one come alive for 
the other in a fresh way. 

The positive and enthusiastic re-
sponse of the sponsor participants en-
couraged us to do more Zoom calls, so 
each month we did a Chat & Check-In 
call, one for college student sponsors 
and one for RCC (Roteang Children’s 
Center) sponsors. Our RCC children 
gave virtual tours of the grounds of 
the Center, showed what mealtimes 
look like and provided a sense of day-
to-day life. We relished the sincerity 
with which the kids experienced this 
fun, new way of connecting.   

We have posted several videos on the 
TSF website so if you were unable to 
take part in one of the Zoom events 
this summer,  you can still take a look. 
And since we can’t attend the tradi-
tional university graduation ceremony 
this November, we are extending our 
Zoom calls to include a virtual gradu-
ation ceremony. We are not yet sure 
when it will occur but will keep you 
posted so you too can share in their 
success, after all you played a major 
role in it!

Next time you see an email from TSF 
about a Zoom call, join us and see for 
yourself what all the fuss is about—
you’ll be glad you did!      

Jacquie & Al have sponsored Mea Seanda 
through high school and college, going on 8 
years now
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Our youngest show their commitment artfully to clean 
hands and staying safe 

Our big kids (from left to right): Ly Toeun, Keo Visal, Bear; our esteemed 
colleagues, Chanthorn, Chanthan, Pen Nup, and Meong Sorphy; and little 
ones Sonita, Paul and Sreyleap all get ready for the Pchum Ben Holiday in 
September  

Sina and our youngest 
RCC member, Ros Chanta 

Big brother Mom Cheb and little sister 
Sreyrath 

The TSF Family wishes you a

happy holiday season 
and thanks you for your

faith in our mission



PAGE 5HOLIDAYS 2020

Bopear and Paul keeping busy 
with fun during the pandemic 

Who doesn’t enjoy playfully mugging for 
the camera?

Giving thanks in the rain 

Our college kids, Yi Sophal, and Sokneath together with Dr. 
Vuthea and Chanthorn. Yi Sophal and Sokneath were happy to 
be back from the dorm and living together again with their broth-
ers and sisters at the RCC and helping them with their lessons 

Sonita and Paul share a belly laugh 
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University:  Starting very soon but no 
first year students will start until Jan-
uary. 

Elephant’s and TSF’s newly sponsored 
schools in Mondulkiri (Elephant’s home 
village): Should open in November.

English language school: Finally re-
opens on 11/3!

Music and Dance Lessons: Have start-
ed again! 

A new batch of letters from our young-
sters to their sponsors have arrived. In 
reviewing some of the letters, we note 
that the mood is light, the tone is ear-
nest as they begin their studies again, 
and they often conclude their letters 
with strong wishes for good health for 
all of us in America who care about 
them.

Grades 7, 8, 10, 11: Not open yet, but 
Elephant is hopeful they will be in No-
vember.

Grades 9 & 12: Open

Roteang Village High School:  Spon-
sored high school students recent-
ly wrote to their sponsors that they 
are returning to their school full time 
and in person and are hopeful to take 
the national exam in December.  Due 
to Covid, some are not moving up a 
grade in school.

Beltei School: Beltei did not open as 
early as the public schools but has 
started back part time.

Caritas Vocational Training: The pro-
grams have started officially again and 
our young people are back learning. 
Pov Socheat, for one, is looking for-
ward to learning cooking.

Returning to Normal, in High School
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Living and Thriving at RCC after Initial Virus Threat Passes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and limit classrooms to 15-20 stu-
dents. Students and staff must have 
their temperatures checked before en-
tering schools. Though this was the re-
opening plan, it is not clear to us how 
much of this is really happening.

Some specific updates:

Youngest Children: have been doing 
manipulatives, playing BINGO, singing 
songs, learning to add, learning vow-
els.  The oldest among them (Bope-
ar, Soreaksa and Jasmine) are off to 
primary school! When Chanthorn took 
them to school for the first time, the 
kids didn’t want her to leave them 
there and so she had to wait for them!

Primary School: Grades 1-6 are now 
back at school, in person, two days a 
week at first, and opening full time in 
October.

through the TSF University Program.  
Year after year, TSF Board members 
are humbled by the seriousness with 
which these Cambodian youth take 
their studies and by their dedication to 
improving their own, and their coun-
try’s, future.

TSF’s High School program is support-
ed by generous sponsors who are each 
matched with a high school student.  
They financially underwrite that stu-
dent’s monthly expenses and write a 
quarterly letter to the student. These 
letters build connections for both spon-
sor and student and offer a cross-cul-
tural education for both parties. In ad-
dition, the letters are excellent tools 
for the students to practice writing and 

reading English—an added bonus!

Each year at this time we reach out 
to the TSF community and beyond in 
hopes of recruiting new sponsors for 
the incoming high school students.  
We are fortunate to have a few TSF 
supporters who have been waiting for 
a sponsorship opportunity and, as a 
result, we need only six sponsors for 
the twelve new ninth graders. We so 
appreciate your consideration in spon-
soring one of these exceptional young 
people —we know the experience will 
be mutually beneficial for you and your 
student. High school sponsorships are 
$360/student/year—please reach out 
to Marge Stockford mstockford2000@
gmail.com if you are interested.

Something has really cap-
tured Sreypich’s attention

This is what most mornings looked like for 
our RCC kids 

Jasmine proudly shares her 
computer lesson with you 

Srey Nith helps keep the 
RCC grounds pristine

Thank you!

We just want to say thank 
you for those who click on 

The Sharing Foundation when 
using AMAZON SMILE to pur-
chasing items. We receive a 
percentage and it adds up so 
thank you for taking the time 

to remember TSF.

http://smile.amazon.com/
ch/01-0518534



This holiday season, please consider a gift to  

The Sharing Foundation
A simple, meaningful gesture which gives to those who do not have, and honors those who do.  

Each recipient listed below will receive an In Honor Of card, acknowledging your gift.

RECIPIENT’S NAME

ADDRESS  

CITY, STATE, ZIP

RECIPIENT’S NAME

ADDRESS  

CITY, STATE, ZIP

RECIPIENT’S NAME

ADDRESS  

CITY, STATE, ZIP

RECIPIENT’S NAME

ADDRESS  

CITY, STATE, ZIP

Thank you for sharing and giving!  

DONOR’S NAME       PHONE

ADDRESS         CITY, STATE, ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

Please mail this form and make checks payable to:
The Sharing Foundation  ∙  P.O. Box 600, Concord, MA 01742  ∙  www.sharingfoundation.org
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P. O. Box 600, Concord, MA 01742
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The Sharing Foundation is a 501(c)(3)  
nonprofit organization
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Asst. Treasurer: Jennifer Mendelsohn, Newton, MA
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Tax Advantage for TSF Friends  
taking IRA Distributions in 2020

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, 
or CARES Act, waives required minimum distributions 
during 2020 for IRAs. TSF supporters who choose to take 
an IRA distribution in 2020 may be eligible to deduct 
100% of their contribution from their taxable income! 
This tax-advantaged giving applies to sponsorship fees 
and general donations.

In 2020, the standard deductions for single filers over 
65 are $12,600 and $26,600 for married filers. With 
these increased standard deductions, itemizing charitable 
contributions may not result in tax savings unless they 
exceed your allowed standard deduction. However, chari-
table contributions made directly from your IRA Required 
Minimum Distribution to The Sharing Foundation are 
100% deductible from your taxable income! 

To realize these tax savings, you must instruct your IRA 
Custodian to prepare and mail checks payable to The 
Sharing Foundation, P.O. Box 600, Concord MA 01742. 
IRA holders are entitled to request multiple checks up to 
the full amount of their RMD.

TSF recommends that anyone planning to use a portion 
of their IRA distribution for charitable giving consult with 
their tax advisor.


